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Internal note from the British Foreign Office on the limitations on German
arms production (London, 16 February 1959)
 

Caption: This internal note from the British Foreign Office dated 16 February 1959 describes the recent
initiatives taken by West Germany to amend Protocol III of the Revised Brussels Treaty, which limits arms
production in the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG). In this context, the Supreme Allied Commander
Europe (SACEUR) asks the Western European Union (WEU) Member States if they have any objection to his
supporting the German request for an amendment to the Treaty which would permit the FRG to undertake
the joint production of surface-to-air guided missiles. The Foreign Office recommends that no objection be
raised to SACEUR's supporting this German request.

Source: The National Archives of the UK (TNA). Foreign Office: Political Departments: General
Correspondence from 1906-1966. WESTERN ORGANISATIONS (WU): Western European Union-WEU
(WUW). Limitations on FRG arms production. 01/01/1959-31/12/1959, FO 371/146464 (Former Reference
Dep: File 1195).
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LIMITATIONS Oli ｇｅｒｬＭＮａｬｾ＠ ARl:.S PRODUCTIO?;s n. 
THE REVISED BRUSSELS TREATY 

German Request for Amendment 

l l ..... ｾ＠ ＿ｾ＠ "' ..... <:::. 1ij" ,x 
TAe ree•rie•iene ea Oer,;;.n ｲｾ ｰ ｐ･ｾｴｩｯｮ＠

production of atomic biological and chemical 

- -tt::.. 
weapons ) by a two-thirds majority,, at•er •.icing 

Ｇ ｩｾ］＠ .. ｾｾｩ ｾ ｾ＠ SACEUR. In the course of 1958 

t he Council agreed to two amendments to permit 

Germany to manufacture firs t anti-tank guided , 

missiles, and secondly one training ship lfith a 

displacement greater than the limits permitted 

in the Treaty. There have been Parliamentary 

Questions about these amendments but no adverse 

public reaction. 

3_ 
SACEUR has now asked if we have a:rrr 

objection to his supporting a Genmin request 

to the WEU Council for an amendment to the 

Treaty which woul.d permit Gel"Mny to nnaertu:e. 

in concert with certain other WEO countries• 

the joint production of surface-to-air glli.ded 

missiles . 

'r The background to the Gernwn request ._. 

a=aR"=ent is an agreement between Prance, ItaJ.T. 

Germany, Belgium and t he Netherlands, conclUded 

within the t'rameworlt of the NATO AztH amenta 

Collllli ttee, to manut'acture jointly the American 

HAWK surface-to-air missile. Production wou14 

be shared among the participating countries 
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SECRF.T 

in Proportion to their 
requirement for thie 

missile. 
ｾｨ･＠ i 

4 requ rementa are: 
Belgium 

3 battalions 
France 

10 battalions 
Gennany 

9 battalions 

Italy 4 battalions 

Netherlands 2 battalions 

Each battalion will be allowed 36 miesilee. 

The HA\'IK is a defensive weapon and has no atom1 

capability , (although a :future development of 

it might have) . 

5 The Foreign Office would give caretul 

study to the terms of any amendment to the 

Treaty suggested by the Germans to ensure that : 

(a) only defensive surface- to- air missiles 

were excluded f'rom the restrictions; 

(b) the provisions of the Treaty concerning 

the manut'actureof nuclear devices, parts 

or assemblies were not a:f'f'ected.; 

(c) the joint manufacture of any prbhibited 

weapon th se?eral countries would not 

automatically entitl e Germany to a 

turther amendment ot the Brussels Treaty 

enabling her to take part. 

& From the pol itical point ot view we shoUld 

tind it ditficUlt to object to an amendment wh1 

satisfied these condit ions. The U. K. has been · 

tryiUg to get a British missil e (either 

BLOODHOtn."I> or TBUNDERBIRD) adopt ed as a j oint 

project by the continental count ries ill 

opposition to the HAWK. ADY ob jeot iOD b7 the 

U. K. a t this stage would give rise to the 

suspicion of trying to sabotage this pro3eot. 

J- Moreover any objection •oUld not neoeaaari 

be etteotive. The Germans will have t he euppo 

lot 
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Draft. 

SECREl' 

of t heir partners in the pro ject and this is 

sufficient t o ensure a maj ority i n favour of an 

amendment when i t is di scussed in the WEU Ｖｯｵｮ｣ｩｾ＠

As far as the reconrnendation f rom SACEUR is 

concerned t he Amer i cans have adopted a very 

s t rong sales drive with the HAWK missile and no 

doubt would exert pr essure on SACEUR to help 

the pro ject on its way. 

$ Finall y j oint production bY European 

countri es including Germany of a weapon of this 

ki nd i s a logical development of the concept of 

i nter-dependence. 

The Chiefs of Staff have asked to be 

consulted before a reply is sent to SACEUR. 

We should also wish to consult the French as we 

ｨ｡ｾ･＠ done on previous occ·asions although this 

would presumably be only a formality since the 

French are partners in the project. 

Recormnendation 

I 6 It is reconrnended that we should raise no 
) ' 

objection to SACEURssupporting this Gel'lnan 

request for an amendment to the Brussel s Treaty. 

When it is put to the Council we should wish to 

secure the safeguards in paragraph S above. 

Subject to the concurrence of the Chiefs of 

Staff and of the ｆｲ･ｮ｣ｨ ｾｓａｃ ｅｕｒ ｾ ｳｨｯｵｬ､＠ be 

informed accordingl.y. 

1
1 

. PUSD and the Ministry of Defence concur. 


