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Exchange of letters between the Foreign Office and the British Ministry of
Defence on the question of supplying information to the ACA on American
and Canadian military assistance to WEU Member States (8 January 1957)
 

Caption: On 8 January 1957, Cecil Gough from the British Ministry of Defence sends a letter to John Bushell
at the Foreign Office on the interpretation of Article 23 of Protocol IV, which says that the Council of Western
European Union (WEU) will transmit to the Arms Control Agency (ACA) information received from the
United States and Canada about military aid furnished to the armed forces of WEU member States, deployed
on the mainland of Europe.

Source: The National Archives of the UK (TNA). Foreign Office, Political Departments: General
Correspondence from 1906-1966. WESTERN ORGANISATIONS (WU): Western European Union - WEU
(WUW). Arms Control Agency. 01/01/1957-31/12/1957, FO 371/131152 (Former Reference Dep: File 11191).

Copyright: (c) The National Archives of the United Kingdom
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..,Jl'I., Y 0 ' > 
,torev ' e n e, 

P.onr on, ｾ Ｎ＠ • • 

8th .Tanua!'v 1 7 

fr tj '-
>er., c "'l .s o " 6 •ou l • to . of 

J ｾ＠ tarv ｾ＠ bott":; utt:r into effect Article 23 of frotocal IV 
h

1
ch save that the Council Will ｴｲ｡ｮｳｾｩｴ＠ to "::hA A·ms ｾ Ｐ＠ trol 

e cv. in!'o1• ation rec!livor from the ov rnn:ent of the ntte 
ｾｴ＠ te qn ｾ｡ｮ＠ ｾ｡＠ about ｩｬｩｴｾｲＧ＠ aid furnished to the oroea 
ｴｾ･＠ ｩｮｬ｡ｾ､＠ of ,urope of me bir v,overnmAnte in u. I un e 
stann ｴｨｾｴ＠ ｇｯｾｦｩｮ＠ has au ･ｳｴ･ｾ＠ thut the ｾｯｵｮ｣ｩｬ＠ aut ortse ｾＱ＠
to co unicate t 1 to thA "verney, ｾｴ｡＠ of' ｾｨ･＠ 1 ni te States 
ranaikl throu 'h tbe ... r ｾｩＢｏｬｯ＠ <itic re" esentetives 1 Lon on 
llS.Ciru:" them to OUnnl T the information, ' 

I think tnie 1.s • · n e ･ｳｾ＠ n , 
interurets "the Counci 1 11 ":;o l!'ean "the s ｣ｲ･ｴ｡ｲｾ＠ t". 
Council, horever, is<\ collective ｡ｳｾ･ｭ｢ｬｹ＠ of the emb 
.crover nm en t s. ''"1e m1tmbA1• crovernment e t he'llSelves et 
ouPht to kno fo• their ｯｷｾ＠ purposes hat ilit8' ･ｧ｡ｩｰｾ＠
the" hs.ve received or re about to receive in a tven 
aheaa from the United Stlites ana 0anadian p:over1111ents . 

amber ｾｯｶ･ｲｮｭ･ｮｴ･＠ can.thus transmit to the Agenc7 sac 
ｩｾｾｯｲ＠ at ion about '.s. and Canani'lll military aid as ta 
for the pu1•poses of' tt1e Agency. 

I ｴｾｩｮｫ＠ the member overnments would be 
of the selvPs if they collectively instructed ihe Sec 
ask the tvro North American govePrnnents for infor tio 
the member povernments already have knowledge . 

Incidentally, tne Arms Control Agency ueat o 
Table I, "•'ot al Q.uanti ties of Armaments" containa a :lie 
3{c) - entitled "External Aid in Military atert i•. 
to ｾＮ＠ therefore, as tnouah the member goverJDents 81' 

under obli ation to ｾｲｯｶｩｾ･＠ tnis information to 
Agency in any case . · Porhaps to satisfy the ｾｩｴｴＪ｡＠
ｾｩｾｨｴ＠ be desirable to ask the member governments t o 
that part of tne ｾｩｬｩｴ｡ｲｹ＠ material in their returns llblqJ 
derived from the u.s . and Canaaa respectively. 

. In saying all this I have assumed that •ha't 
really pertinent for the purposes of the rms Control 
:!,.§_end.. jtern aid, in so far as the end items supplied 
on the controlled list. fhe Agency has no need q 
end ite 1s received es aid from orth American Wb c 
the controlled list. 

As far os we are ｾｯｮ｣･ｲｮ･ｾ Ｌ＠

inf'or ation about controlled list ite s 
the mainlann of Eurone , a any me 
Items received as aid :Crom North America, 
shouln not say so , 

• 

J . C • • Bushell Eso . , 
Forei n Of'fice, 
Do nt Street , 
London, s •.. 

• 
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ｾＱﾷＬ＠ one nt' tt1eoe ｾ＠ oy, wo KOt ｵＮｾ Ｎ＠ ｡ｴｯｭＡｾ＠ wurhe tiu 
for Corpor•111 th11rf'I m•1v be 11p1tl•iul uo,·1u·1t, riu•et1onn to tin 
lookotl ot . A11ywc1y, If tho plHn 1u thot 1r 1 o ·mut1on 1hout 
U. J . Rt(I Jo t1•nnornittot1 by •nomhe1• •ovcrnmunta we ntt 11 nt 
)o nt ho 1 hlo to r;iv" !tt't'ttcttvo ron'llt'lrirnt1 on t,r} un:1 011•·111·1 ty 
illoueo ontat lnl! In d1oc::loou ro t.o th"l Ap.uncy . 

I would b!'l p1•ep1n•ofl to arp.ue thot ini'ormat ion about 
nefon .,. <;11ppo1•t A1t'l un"I other fo'1• mo of !'inane 1111 nnr'I economic 
aid which o Lo 11nrl11r1111•1 to not'ence programmes u;unorally, is 
11.,•ell'lvont l'ot• the l"'L'ooRon 01· the Arma Gontrol A onc•r, Such 
tnf'o1•mi:1t1on in c111•tninly h•1'f!:bv J1t so t'ar aa we are conl'ernod , 
nincu tht1,Ag11ncy hflo 1ir11•11oti thut. we conf'tno 0•1t•s1:1lveo to f1v1 ne 
info •rrJLltlon nho11t phy111cul atocka ot' control itoma in our 
depots in ICu1•ope . 

l•'innllv T ntt£8eflt that we filwaya think rather care -
1'u1Jy hot'rn•e nl1.rllnp. into t.ho position of' puttinP, the 
ｾ･｣ＱｴｬｴｮＱ ｩ ＱＱｴ＠ or v1r:11 1 ｮｾｯ＠ direct "Ot' •eanonclence Yl1th the povern
menta oi· thtt ll . S . A. nn<I r:unn<ln. The only ;juat11'1cation T can 
see t·o1• oo ln11 it in th1t1 1·n11e would bo to rloliberately buill'I up 
the imnot•tunce o1' the Jocl'etul''lut ot' 111":U . Thin nua not heen 
our noii<'Y h.l tho1•to, onl'I oven j t' it were I think we ahon lrJ 
chooae n mo1•e oennlblo 01·utir1 Jon J'o1• 001 ni:,. 1 t . 

• 

It rnflv be ou1 n that 1 he lJ . S . and r.anuaa nrov1de 
in1'ormution on 11nn it.l'lm 1111'l to lll'l.TO "n't, ttiat, there:f'ore, th11 ｉＬＮＮｾ＠ A.I...._' 
amou1• p1•o·i;:>l1e of WJo:U <'lernunoa th•,it ,,.;u ll honlr'I ask the Americans "" 

11 
,·, 

and Conniliuns to do tho aame for them . There A"e two obvio•1s ' .. 1 ｾ＠
flnswe1•s to this pfll'ticula1• pio<'o of nonsense . In the first ＢＢ ｾｴｾ ＭﾷＬＭＱ＠
!'lE11·e, ｾＧｬ･＠ tr . s , an<l r:anr:da holone to NATO and they do not belonp ｾ＠ Ｔ ｾＧ＠
to ｾｉｉ Ｎ＠ In the aecont'I pl11ca . the information they nrovide to 
NATO has ntornnt1cally become availab le to the member ｾｯｶ ･ｲｮ Ｍ
mente ot ./Ell who l'Un tt•anarnit it to the Agency via thei" 
Secretariat, so that it is patontly absurc'I for the member 
c:ove1•nmenta to instruct their Sec1•etariat to ask for the 
inforrnfltipn all over u ain. 

Iflcidentally, I remembe1• when we \"ere negotiat ing 
the Pt•otocolr, in Paris ana \I hen it was riy 1;ask to keep the 
l'ni ted ::;tutos Do leration infot•C1Cd of what was going on, my 
Ame"ican contact expros<;etl polite surprise that 1r:u han t)Ut 
in this po1•ticufa1• At•ticle . He asked ＱＮｑＮ･ｾｨ･ｲ＠ the 1/EU expectea 
America unci Connda to p1•ovldo them vith int'or .ation which they 
did not oli·eury p1•ovirle to the member connt"ies or to NATO . 
If no, ho po1ntec'I out, he would OSRumed thei•e would be an 
a?prou1:h to the member overnrnents to ask whet!1er they would be 
1.1llin_cY to co- ope1• ' . r toln then ttJat r diti not think the e 
'as nn,v int"lnt.lon ｾｯ＠ '1' 1'ot• o'!dltiona l ini'o1•r1ation un,• t tut 1 n 
t°'llo <'ontext the Cou • .:il woulrl ｾ＠ ·ob bly moF.ln the membnr ·overn
nents who 1·toula nimplv tell 1;he Areio Cont1: 0 1 Aqency what they 
Ull''l" 'ltllCW Ubout ',h('jl• Ｂｾｦｬｴ＠ ' )lle(l list it''1S. 1'.!1ich cU JC 1'l'Or>J 
Amot•icPn 01• Gunaclinn oour<••q . 

I n'll CC' ' 
Vher I •as t ·1e!•o 17e 
or a+ c t .i. , t • 'u l re'; ,1 

"ll I no 1 thlo ir. v 

• 
ii_, t. liJ ' Ct,"'y in the V. 1\. Del'l at.:.on. 
6"1'J occ;p onal 1., t:..; ｣ｾＮ＠ to d" s.: JSIJ q1

1
cst 

n. Jth ·' it•nl l<'f>l''e'•i ' st "', no f'or 
n "111 o on f'l.· o i • i .e to :; i me . 
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