Letter from Lord Gladwyn to Thomas Brimelow and Peter Carrington on
the future of WEU (London, 5 October 1971)

Caption: On 5 October 1971, Lord Gladwyn Jebb, Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party in the House of Lords
and spokesman on foreign affairs and defence, sends a letter to Sir Thomas Brimelow, Permanent Under-
Secretary at the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO), and Lord Peter Carrington, Secretary of
State for Defence, in which he summarises a discussion with French Defence Minister Michel Debré on
Western European Union (WEU). The letter emphasises the different positions of the British and French
authorities on the future of WEU and the issue of a concerted Western defensive effort. The Foreign Office
seems to be of the view that in practice the various Member States will make very little move as regards WEU
during the coming year.

Source: The National Archives of the UK (TNA). Foreign Office, Western Organisations and Co-ordination
Department and Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Western Organisations Department: Registered Files (W
and WD Series). WESTERN EUROPEAN UNION (WEU). The future of WEU: Western Organisations
Department memorandum. 01/01/1971-31/12/1971, FCO 41/880 (Former Reference Dep: WDU 11/13 PART
A).
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