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Letter from Sir E. John W. Barnes to Lord Hood on NATOWEU relations
(London, 13 March 1968)
 

Caption: On 13 March 1968, Sir E. John W. Barnes, head of the Western Organisations and Coordination
Department in the British Foreign Office, sends a working paper prepared by the British delegation for the
study on relations between the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) and Western European Union
(WEU) to Lord Hood, Deputy Under-Secretary of State at the Foreign Office and Permanent Representative to
WEU. The text focuses on the outstanding issues caused by France’s withdrawal from the NATO integrated
command and highlights the particular situation of France with regard to the WEU armaments control
system, given that the procedures differ depending on whether forces and armaments are under national
command or under NATO command.

Source: The National Archives of the UK (TNA). Foreign Office, Western Organisations and Co-ordination
Department and Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Western Organisations Department: Registered Files (W
and WD Series). WESTERN EUROPEAN UNION (WEU). Relations with NATO. 01/01/1967-31/12/1968,
FCO 41/267 (Former Reference Dep: WU 4/3/1 PART B).
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NATO/IVEU RELATIONS 

At the W. E . U. Council on 6 March you offered to circulate 

a worki ng paper on the main points outstanding on the Study on 

NATO/VIEU Rel ations . 

2 . I attacl'\ a draft which has b en agreed with the 

Department ' s Legal ａ､ｶｩｳｾｲ Ｎ＠

3 . If you agree , we will circulate it to the W. l. . U • . /or-king 

Group in time for a meeting on 15 March . 

• 

• 

( E . J . .. . l:lar nes ) 
13 March, 1968 
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PRIVACY f\tARXINO 

DRAFT 

To:-

'ORKIIiG PAPER Type 1 + 

From 

Telepbooo No. & ｾ＠

NATO/Wi;;u Relations 

Outs t anding Issues 

Working Paper by t he U. K. Delegation 
the 

J. In vi ew of the Uni t ed Ki ngdom Delega t ion 

ｾ＠ Ｐ ｾ＠ l ..... ;... E; t he Council still have to reach an agreed view 

ｾ＠ ｾ＠ ＮＮＮ｟ＮＮ Ｍ＼Ｎ｟ Ｍｴ ｾｯｾｮｾｴｾｨｾ･［Ｍｩ ｴ Ｚｃ ｯ ｾ ｬ ｾ ｬ ｾｯｾｷｾ ｩｾ ｮｧｾ ｾｂ ﾷ ｾｾｍＱ ｡ ｾ ｲｩｳｩ ｮｧ＠ from the Study 

on NATO/Yr:'U relations • 

• . 

er 

(a) The obl igations ass umed by member countriee 

.nder the r evised Brussels Treaty of 1954 

and t he Nort h At l antic Tr eaty of 1949 are 

i nt erdependent . Any s tep taken by a member 

of W. E. U., which At'fects t he Nort h 

Atlantic Treaty Organisation , will a l so 

affec t the Brussels Trea t y sys tem. 

The Council t .1erefore ne ed t o 

i dentify t he effects of t he French 

decision t o wi t hdraw the i r fo rces from 

t he NATO in•egrated command arr angements 
oe o • .,.tr,.. 

on t he mutual n•e• tis*t.ae under t he 

Revised Brussels Tr ea t y . 

(b) The Fr ench withdrawal f r om t he P{ATO 

integrat ed command a r rangements has placed 

France in an ･ ｾｴｩ ｯ ｮ ｡ｬ＠ posi tion Vis-l-vi 

the W. E. U. contol sys tem. The WEU control 

s19tfm was drawn up on the b9's1s t hat 

••il'\\&r countriea would act in accordance 

pal'&graph 4 or the Horth Atlantic 

It's :.elution or 22 October, 1954 

ｾ• ｬｩ･ ｮ｜ＧＭ••＠ 1'1D8l. Act of the London 

/ Conterence , 
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conference)in wrich it is stated that 

"all forces of member nations stationed 

in the area of the Allied Command , ｅｵｲｯＺｩ［ ｾＬ＠

shall be placed undej; the authority of the 

E " Supreme Allied Commander, urope •• • •• 

Now that all French forces are under 

national command , these forces are subjEpt 

to less exacting control procedures t har 

those of the othe r members of WEU who 

continue to act in confOrmi ｴｾ＠ with the 

Resolution of 22 October, 1954 , For 

example: 

(i) In accordance with Article IV of 

Protocol No.II SACEUR carries out 

inspections to ensure that as stat d in C(68)2 , FLAG 

the limits set out in Articles I a. d II of 

Proto.col No.II have been ｯ｢ｳ･ｲｶ･､ ｾ＠ There 

are no such inspections to ensure hat 

the limits for French forces for t1 e common 

defence under national command ｨ｡ｶｾ＠

in fact been observed as stated 

in C(68)13. 

(ii) As pointed out bYJ the Netherl ands 

Ambassador in the Counc i l on 1 

February , 1967 , t he information 

provided by member countries 

relating to forces under NATO 

command i s more detailed than that 

about forces under national commaru • 

Other member Governments are thus 

in no position ｴｯ ｾ ｲｲｩｶ･＠ at a meani ｾｦｵｬ＠

assessment of the military strengt, 

of French forces . 

(iii) According to the resolution of 15 

September , 1956 , increases in the 

levels of forces of member states 

under NATO Command above the 

l i mits set out i n Articles I and II of 

FLAG C 

FLAG D 

FI.AD B 
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Protocol No . II are subject to the 

requirement of a unanimous decision by 

the Council of WEU. Having \Vi thdrawn 

her forces from the integrated command 

｡ｲｲ｡ｮｧ･ｭ･ｮ ｾ ｳ Ｌ＠ France is under no 
. 

corresponding ｲ･ｳｴｲ ｾ ｣ｴｩｯｮ＠ as regards the 

level of her ｦｯｲ｣ ｾ ｯ Ｎ＠

ｾ＠ The Council therefore need to consider whether 

any action should be taken to cor·ree t these 

imbalances. 


