Letter from Sir E. John W. Barnes to Lord Hood on NATOWEU relations
(London, 13 March 1968)

Caption: On 13 March 1968, Sir E. John W. Barnes, head of the Western Organisations and Coordination
Department in the British Foreign Office, sends a working paper prepared by the British delegation for the
study on relations between the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) and Western European Union
(WEDU) to Lord Hood, Deputy Under-Secretary of State at the Foreign Office and Permanent Representative to
WEU. The text focuses on the outstanding issues caused by France’s withdrawal from the NATO integrated
command and highlights the particular situation of France with regard to the WEU armaments control
system, given that the procedures differ depending on whether forces and armaments are under national
command or under NATO command.

Source: The National Archives of the UK (TNA). Foreign Office, Western Organisations and Co-ordination
Department and Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Western Organisations Department: Registered Files (W
and WD Series). WESTERN EUROPEAN UNION (WEU). Relations with NATO. 01/01/1967-31/12/1968,
FCO 41/267 (Former Reference Dep: WU 4/3/1 PART B).
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NATO /WEU RELATIONS

At the W.E.U. Council on 6 March you of'fered to ecirculate
a working paper on the main points outstanding on the Study on |
NATO/WEU Relations.,
2., I attach a draft which has been agreed with the e
Department's Legal Adviser,
3. If you agree, we will circulate it tolthe W.E.U. Working I

Group: in time for a meeting on 15 March,.
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NATO/WEU Relations "

Outstanding Issues

Working Paper by the U.K.Delegation
the LA er
In/view of the United Kingdom Delegaticn

the Council still have to reach an agreed view

on the following wmetseselarising from the Study

on NATO/WEU relations.

(2)

-4

The obligations assumed by member countries
under the revised Brussels Treaty of 1354
and the North Atlantic Treaty of 1949 are

interdependent. Any step bﬁ‘kunhya meuber
of W.E.U., which @ffects the North
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s Conference,in which it 1s stated that

ngll forces of member nations stationed
in the area of the Allied Command, Europe, [ |
shall be placed undep the authority of the

Supreme Allied Commander, Europ€ss. o''s

Now that all French forces are under
national command, these forces are subjdet I |
ﬁ?'Iﬂ.‘EB exscting control procedures thar |

those of the other members of WEU who |

continue to act in conf@rmity with the
Resolution of 22 October, 1954, For |
example:
(i) In accordance with Article IV of
Protocol No.II SACEUR carries out
inspections to ensure that as statdd in C(68)2, FLAG 3
the limits set out in Articles I axfd II of
Profojcol No.IT have been observedd There
are no such inspections to ensure fhat
‘the limits for French forces for tHe common
| defence under national command have
in fact been observed as stated
in C(68)13. | FLAG C
(i1) As pointed out by the Hﬁtﬁsﬂa ds >
m E’f*." lonl

Abassador 1

NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN

4 T
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