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Brief by the Foreign Office for the North Atlantic Council meeting in Paris
on 9–11 May 1955: Relationship between NATO and WEU (4 May 1955)
 

Caption: On 4 May 1955, the Foreign Office issues a brief outlining the British position on NATO–WEU
relations prior to the ministerial meeting of the North Atlantic Council in Paris from 9 to 11 May 1955. The
United Kingdom’s position is that, while Western European Union (WEU) and the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO) should maintain close cooperation, WEU should not duplicate NATO’s work. The brief
also lists the main WEU bodies that should develop working relationships with NATO: the WEU Council, the
Armaments Control Agency and the Standing Armaments Committee.

Source: The National Archives of the UK (TNA). Foreign Office, Political Departments: General
Correspondence from 1906-1966. WESTERN ORGANISATIONS (WU). Western European Union (WEU):
Liaison with NATO. 01/01/1955-31/12/1955, FO 371/118579 (Former Reference Dep: File 10784).
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It iu 'er Mo3osty ' o Oovcrnmont ' o policy that, 11hilat there 

otioulu b• clone co-operutlon bct11oon t het·10 Orguniootiono, 'l . E. U. 

ohoul1l not dupl i. cat or cut "'cro:;o thEJ work of ',.TO . The nocossi ty 

i"or clo c co-oporat1on hos been explicitly offir.ned both by 

' .. TO ｮｾ＠ in toc Brus:; •lo Treaty P1·otocols. In the mili te:ry sphere 

the l ttc.1· olco provide t ... t t o .• u. Council ··1111 r ly on 

ｾＧ＠ .. 'l'O for ini'orm;.ition vnd • •:ic 0 ilit ry mattern , Jnd the 

1.1.u . Irt<.rim Commiuaion t ;:.i.:; conc.equontly agreed thot there shall 

be no ponnr;ncnt mili tury borly 1:i thin "I . E. U. 

2 . ! t \'ill nO\'I be; necoOJ ry to de vu lop u harmonious Ｎｾｯｲｫｩｮｧ＠

l' .tic B lP in rr .... ct ... c b<.t <.n n .. TO c..nd the follo1.1n1 ".l • .<; . U . 

bo 1 o : 

( 'l; The .. ::: . ;; . Council . T"lo m(<in practical link betv1een t he 

tic ｏｲｧｾｮｩｳｯｴｩｯｾｵ＠ ill the common m mbcrship of the 

Seven Pov•ers . In oodi tion the ·:1 . E. U. Interim Commissic-n 

orrungcu. for the oxchungo of documrnts and close infonna l 

collabo ra t ion bot-.:con the: t wo Secr e t orios- Gonorol , 

( b) '...he ..-. r:naments Control ;.goncy. The pri nciple of cl ose 

rol.i t ions is l:.iid do1m in the Br ussels Tr ea t y Protocol s , 

1ich stvtc int er ulic t i;t t he .. goncy wi l l r ol y on 

l" •. TC for informa t ion end ｾ ､ｶ ｩ｣｣＠ on mi l itary ma t ters . 

! t ｾｩｬｬ＠ be f o r t he ui r ctor us soon as ho is appointed , 

t.o ｾﾷ ﾷ ｲ｣｣＠ .1 i t h Lord I sm:.;r how to work togot ho r in practice . 

( c ; '.i'h<: Stunding •'rmomonta Commi tteo . 
- I 

(armaments production and standordiaation) . NATO wao 

r epresent ed at the meetings of the Vl . E. U. \lorking Group. 

Tho l a tter' s report provides for the association of 

ATO oba rvera with the work of the new Ooamittee and 

'lf7 bodies; that agreomenta reaohed between 

/W.B.U. 
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\1 , E. U. count1•ies "'ould be open to participation 

by other ｾａｔｏ＠ countries; that the Commi ttee 's se.:it will 

be in Paris; and t ha t the national delegates may also 

be members of the n.:ition&l delegations to NATO . Our 

own delegate will be the United Kingdom Representative 

on tho NATO Defence Production Committee . 

3 , In the wider political sphero our views of the prope r 

relationship betwoon NATO and W.E. U. are set out in our despatch 

i o. 99 to ?s ris ( a t Annex). It '1ould be a grave mistake for 

.. _ - u 
ｉｾ ＠ • to seek to usurp tho functions of NATO as the forum fo r 

｣ｯｮｳｵｬｴｾｴｩｯｮ＠ on the broad ｰｯｬｩｴｩ｣ｯ Ｍ ｳｴｲｾｴ｣ｧｩ｣＠ problems facing the 

':/est. ·;;.E.U. will h.ivo its O\'ffi sphere and responsi bilities which 

will affor d ample scope for useful and indeed essential work . 

Ji! . Spaak nc.w agre s with this view . Formerl y he and othe r s , 

notably the Frenc':l, were suspected of wishing to build up W. E.U. 

into a rival forum to NATO . The Ameri cans, Canadians and 

Scandinavians have all expressed anxiety a t such a possibility • 

.:.s this anxiet y is uni'ounded, the Secr et ary of State will no 

doubt ｴ ＢＧｫｾ＠ any opportunity t o reassure them . 

Foreign Office , 

L:ay 4, 1955. 
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