Poster by the Irish Democratic Left party calling for a ‘yes’ vote in the referendum on
22 May 1998

Caption: Poster by the Irish Democratic Left party encouraging voters to vote ‘yes’ in the referendum on the
Amsterdam Treaty on 22 May 1998. Although the party was strongly opposed to the Maastricht Treaty, it emphasises
the progress on social Europe made by the Amsterdam Treaty.
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For a better Europe

Vofe Yes

ara being asked 1o approve o treaty which envisoges o more demacratic European Union, with a
us on social solidarity, Cllr. Fiachra O Ceilleachair ond Democratic Lokt are seeking o ‘yes’ vote
in this referendum.

an erodicoling poverty. unemployment and social exclusion and seeks equolity for women. Amaslerdom
establishes vondords for healh services, integrates and enhances the ﬁghr agoint crime, commits EU
states ko environmentol protection and focuses on workers rights and lobour law. Up 1o now it wos thoss
wi',1 manay and big farmers who have benelfited from Ireland being in the EU. Amsterdam ploces more
focus on the welfare of tha ardinary individual and their family.

5 mslerdam is the first EU Treaty not precccupied with economic issues. On Friday, May 2278 you

In 1992 Moastricht committed us to o commeon foreign and security policy. It promoted a mililarisation of
the EL, At the fime, concerns on neutralify were dismissed and we were told ko think about the billians in
sructural bunds. Proinsias De Rossa, a3 a Government minister, was invoived in negotioting Asmierdam.
Miiarisation hoy been put off the ogenda and respect has been ossured in Amsterdam lor our neutrality.
Commaon foreign policy con be formed ond implemented only with hull agreement of all member sictes o
oll stoges of it's adoption, The only “security tosks™ included in Amsterdom cre those of rescue, peace ond
humanitorian rmissions. All decision rnnking will rest wath the member siotwes ond ony requesl for WEU
essistonce musl be made unonimously by all of the member sicles.

Clir. Fiachra O Ceilleachair will be urging people to fomiliarise themsehves with the Amsterdom Treaty
and to come out and vote. I's a fair deal, the right thing %o do is 1o vote ‘yes foe Amsberdam.

Clir. Fiachra 0’Ceilleachair
is a member of Dungarvan UDC and Waterford
County Council

You can contact him on any issve at
46115 or 087. 2220235
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