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The process of enlargement itself is clearly one of our most successful policies; on the one hand, it
showcases the emphasis the Union ascribes on the common European values of peace and freedom,
democracy and the rule of law, while on the other it provides prospective members with a solid incentive for
democratic transformation, structural reforms and regional co-operation.

Indicative of the significance we attach to the enlargement policy of the EU is the fact that | have already
visited nearly all the countries which belong to this dossier, commending them for the progress achieved so
far and urging them to intensify their efforts on their path towards further integration. | have also expressed
the commitment as Presidency to push forward and achieve tangible results on the European perspective
of every candidate or prospective candidate, by acting as an honest broker.

Amongst the three countries currently involved in accession negotiations, Iceland is clearly at the most
advanced stage, having opened 18 chapters of the acquis and closed 10 others since the start of
accession negotiations in July 2010. Our aim is to open by the end of the year another 10 chapters and
work with our partners in trying to tackle some of the more sensitive policy areas, including on fisheries and
on agriculture.

Accession negotiations were initiated with Montenegro in late June this year and it is our hope that it will be
possible to advance them substantively until the end of December. Montenegro’s progress is all the more
important when viewed in the larger context of the EU’s policy in the Western Balkans, a geographical area
of vital interest whose future clearly lies within the Union. Speeding up the relevant processes for the
countries of this region is without a doubt an important challenge for the EU, and one which we must all
ensure that is handled successfully.

Lastly, on Turkey, allow me first to underline once again Cyprus’ staunch support towards its full accession,
provided that Turkey unequivocally commits to implementing fully and without exception all its obligations
vis-a-vis the EU, something which it has so far unfortunately eschewed. It is obviously quite regrettable, to
put it mildly, that Turkey has refused to co-operate with the Cyprus Presidency of the Council of the EU.
Nevertheless, and in spite of Turkey’s unconstructive stance, which has been overwhelmingly denounced by
the EU, we continue to be bound by our duty as Presidency to monitor its progress in its accession
negotiations and to impartially review its state-of-play, aiming, similarly with all other candidates, to
facilitate the advancement of its negotiations.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The tireless implementation of the key policies of the EU that | have just described is tangible evidence of
what joint determination can achieve. The work that is in progress constitutes the best tool of disseminating
the core message of EU policies towards its neighbors and the advantages of its soft power strategy, via
trust building, mutual interest, collective benefit; all of which epitomize the value of our concerted efforts.

Let me assure you that Cyprus, particularly as Council Presidency will continue doing its part to this end,
determined to do our best in providing a more stable, more prosperous and more reconciliatory future in
the EU’s neighbourhood, for the sake of generations to come, so that our European legacy is remembered
for all the right reasons. We certainly hope that all of our neighbors will concur to this collective cause.

Thank you for your attention.
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