The end of the Cold War: Towards the establishment of a new partnership
(1989—2011)

Source: CVCE. Pierre Gerbet.

Copyright: (¢c) CVCE.EU by UNL.LU

All rights of reproduction, of public communication, of adaptation, of distribution or of dissemination via
Internet, internal network or any other means are strictly reserved in all countries.

Consult the legal notice and the terms and conditions of use regarding this site.

URL:
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/the_end_of the_cold_war_towards_the_establishment_of
a_new_partnership_1989_2011-en-agob60oao-bdoe-4d76-bc78-3c1b60e3a5a8.html

Last updated: 06/07/2016

MCVC@ 1/3 www.cvce.eu


http://www.cvce.eu/obj/the_end_of_the_cold_war_towards_the_establishment_of_a_new_partnership_1989_2011-en-a90b60a0-bd0e-4d76-bc78-3c1b60e3a5a8.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/the_end_of_the_cold_war_towards_the_establishment_of_a_new_partnership_1989_2011-en-a90b60a0-bd0e-4d76-bc78-3c1b60e3a5a8.html

The end of the Cold War: Towards the establishment of a new partnership
(1989-2011)

The late 20th century was a time of major geopolitical upheaval in Eastern Europe. With the fall of
the Berlin Wall, the collapse of the communist bloc and the implosion of the USSR in 1991, the
bipolar system of the Cold War came to an end. In this changing world, relations between France and
Germany also had to be re-examined, since the issues facing the countries were becoming
increasingly multilateral rather than bilateral.

When the Berlin Wall came down on 9 November 1989, reactions in France were mixed. There were
fears that a huge reunified Germany would dominate its partners and could turn towards the USSR.
French President Francois Mitterrand (1981-1995) would have preferred that the country remain
divided. Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl (1982—-1998) was keen to reassure his partners, affirming
that ‘the German house must be built under a European roof’. German unity could only safely be
achieved within the framework of European unity. Germany’s main partners, starting with France,
shared this view, prompting the proposal by Mitterrand and Kohl, on 19 April 1990, to hold an
intergovernmental conference on political union in order to strengthen the Community institutions
and above all to define and implement a common foreign and security policy (CFSP). Although views
differed widely among the Member States, Mitterrand and Kohl published a letter on 6 December
setting forth their vision of future political union, with tangible, coherent measures to achieve that
goal. The signing of the Maastricht Treaty on European Union on 7 February 1992 was the
culmination of this diplomatic process.

But implementation of the Maastricht Treaty ran into difficulties, and the confidence of Maastricht
soon began to fade. In a context aggravated by the economic downturn, rising unemployment and
public concern about the process and ultimate goals of European integration, governments gave
priority to national interests within the larger framework of the European Union. The divergences
between France and Germany were such that the two countries were only intermittently able to act as
a driving force in the European integration process.

When Jacques Chirac became President of France in 1995 (1995-2007), despite good intentions from
Paris and Berlin, Franco-German relations seemed to run out of steam. Views particularly differed on
the single currency, the stability and growth pact and Chirac’s decision to resume nuclear tests. As a
result, during the negotiations leading to the Treaty of Amsterdam in 1997, Franco-German
cooperation began to seize up. The national interests of the two countries no longer coincided.

In 1998, the arrival of Gerhard Schroder (1998-2005) as German Chancellor raised hopes of a revival
for the Franco-German duo. But the divergent views of the two countries soon became apparent. At
the Berlin European Council in March 1999, Chirac and Schroder clashed on issues relating to the
Community budget and the common agricultural policy (CAP). With the prospect of EU enlargement
to incorporate the countries of Central and Eastern Europe, discussions at the Nice Council in
December 2000 revealed sharp tensions between Berlin and Paris, particularly on the weighting of
votes in the Council, the composition of the Commission and the European Parliament and a Europe
of defence. The outcome was the Nice Treaty, the result of a laborious compromise that further
complicated the decision-making process rather than streamlining it.

At this point Chirac and Schrdder realised how important the Franco-German ‘engine’ was for the
European integration process, and they decided to review their working methods. They met on a
regular basis, and their summits once again became efficient working tools. Franco-German
ministerial meetings were also instituted. They reached agreement on several points: Chirac and
Schroder both condemned the US intervention in Iraq, they set aside their differences on the common
agricultural policy and they submitted joint proposals to the Convention on the Future of Europe. But
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the failure of the referendums to ratify the Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe held in
France and the Netherlands in spring 2005 threw the EU into a serious crisis.

The arrival of Chancellor Angela Merkel in November 2005 and President Nicolas Sarkozy in May
2007 saw the emergence of a new Franco-German duo, known in the press as ‘ Merkozy’. Over and
above their differing views on some European issues, in particular Nicolas Sarkozy’s plan to establish
a Union for the Mediterranean, what separated the two was their markedly different leadership styles.
But the consequences of the global economic and financial crisis in 2008 forced the Franco-German
duo to tighten their relations once again.

((C,VCG 3/3 www.cvce.eu


http://www.cvce.eu/obj/cartoon_by_plantu_on_the_franco_german_duo_and_the_euro_zone_crisis_14_15_august_2011-en-9886bce8-7902-40f5-9b7c-ff7fc64b380f.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/cartoon_by_plantu_on_the_franco_german_duo_and_the_euro_zone_crisis_14_15_august_2011-en-9886bce8-7902-40f5-9b7c-ff7fc64b380f.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/cartoon_by_plantu_on_the_franco_german_duo_and_the_future_of_the_euro_12_may_2010-en-bf9503e7-05f7-42b3-839a-192807b734f0.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/cartoon_by_pinel_on_the_political_activism_of_french_president_nicolas_sarkozy_24_october_2008-en-fda68ee8-d959-486c-a4d0-ccf0d2d068af.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/cartoon_by_horsch_on_the_french_plan_for_a_union_for_the_mediterranean_14_july_2008-en-aae1e2b3-2272-4acc-a242-8b6197a80194.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/cartoon_by_haitzinger_on_the_future_of_the_sarkozy_merkel_duo_7_may_2012-en-ceea63f3-5e37-46fb-889a-219a9c8c28c4.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/nicolas_sarkozy-en-876e8338-7593-4aaf-ba7e-1716cbbba70a.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/angela_merkel-en-19aed277-b84a-4585-b15f-4614eb80919b.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/cartoon_by_mohr_on_the_consequences_of_the_failure_of_the_european_constitutional_treaty_20_june_2005-en-3b010691-2234-4d17-ba46-405d9d8f5e97.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/treaty_establishing_a_constitution_for_europe_rome_29_october_2004-en-6ea22f22-4455-431f-a30d-c1e719c6aa43.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/cartoon_by_schneider_on_the_french_and_dutch_no_in_the_referendum_on_the_constitutional_treaty_2005-en-8c826226-f335-496c-a6d2-4750bc5445e2.html

