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The break-up of the USSR

The collapse of Soviet Communism led to dislocation of the Soviet Union, sapped by an 

ideological, political and economic crisis. This in turn precipitated the break-up of the empire, 

both cause and effect of the end of Communism. The organisations specific to ‘Soviet 

federalism’ hastened the implosion of the Soviet Union despite being primarily intended to 

consolidate it. One after another the Soviet Socialist Republics (SSRs) proclaimed their 

sovereignty in the summer of 1991. In December of the same year, some of these republics, 

which had become independent in the meantime, redefined their respective links by creating 

the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS).


