
1/2

Decolonisation in Africa
 

Copyright: (c) CVCE.EU by UNI.LU
All rights of reproduction, of public communication, of adaptation, of distribution or of dissemination via
Internet, internal network or any other means are strictly reserved in all countries.
Consult the legal notice and the terms and conditions of use regarding this site.

URL: http://www.cvce.eu/obj/decolonisation_in_africa-en-4855e593-fff1-4b19-a088-
917e8e3defae.html

Last updated: 01/03/2017

http://www.cvce.eu/obj/decolonisation_in_africa-en-4855e593-fff1-4b19-a088-917e8e3defae.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/decolonisation_in_africa-en-4855e593-fff1-4b19-a088-917e8e3defae.html


2/2

Decolonisation in Africa

The Bandung Conference and the Suez Crisis led to the second phase of decolonisation, 
which chiefly took place in Africa.

In North Africa, France had to face a serious crisis which began in Algeria with the uprising 
of the National Liberation Front in 1954. The war then spread to Morocco and Tunisia and 
eventually even threatened the French Republic itself. The protectorates of Morocco and 
Tunisia were granted independence in March 1956 without any armed struggle. Algeria, on 
the other hand, was considered to be an integral part of France, and events took a different 
turn. It was only after a painful eight-year-long war, which lasted from the 1954 insurrection 
to the Évian Accords of March 1962, that Algeria became an independent state.
From 1957 onwards, it was the turn of the former British, French, Belgian and Portuguese 
possessions in sub-Saharan Africa to gradually gain independence.


