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the Chairman of the European Movement (9 February 1951)

Caption: Salvador de Madariaga, Chairman of the Spanish Federal Council of the European Movement, submits the
conclusions of this body’s meeting, held in Paris on 3 and 8 February 1951, to Paul-Henri Spaak, Chairman of the
International Council of the European Movement, in order to study the issue of Spanish cooperation in the defence of
Europe.
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Letter from the Chairncn of the Snenish. cheraL Gounctl of: thé
luropean tlovenent. to the. Chairnan of tho European rbvement,
% - 9th Februa:x o T :

: “The SPANISH FEDERAL 'COUNCIL of the Curopoan  'ovement at its
1&3 noeting ‘which was hcld -n-Turis on the 3rd hind 8th Fohruary, exenined
‘the problen,or Spanigh collaYorstion i thy dcrcqcc of Curcpe, We have ‘been -
,1nstructed by tho Council to subnit tho results” of the&e diacuunion: to ¥
the Executive Comcittec of the uuropcnn Hovetiont, e L

; 1. T JDR&L POINT. )r VI,W:. the. incorpor“,ion of Spain 1n tho derence
of Burope demands the el;minatjon of its to.al‘tﬁriLn regime for the rolloving

two reaaona: Eh :

S

SEON ny if the prosint. vvyimn were to beﬁonb pqrt of the Western syatem,
. this systen would cease to ropresent 11vers). “dnfccracy as ‘opposed to total~
"1tar1nnian. and would thus declzre itscll chnapicit not of tho rraedom of all,
hut of ‘an acconplished fach wad. o" tnc .nte"eots of thc fev T :

: ) b) this incorpcr i'* quld "uount o the forced conucription of
“the Spdnith ‘people as cannon foddsr to . dcéfend not “hedir own. froedop Wit
z'that of othora, an 1neu1t which the Gpﬂniﬂh pco#-c would never tnrgivo.

4 , 2. . THE g;; TARY POIH” CF VI;U thc str;tepical importance of Spain
as n. territory demands the elinina;iou'ok thn prescnt regine in the intorests
of Buropean defonce, sincc tho. territory 3.5 only ‘sirntegically inportant im
relation to the attitude of its inhcbitonts; the Joople. of 8pain being. o
opposed to the regine (this»*s pPro’ 4 by the regine itself in depriving then
of political -libverty),; all ailitary cpuretions vased on Spain are doomed to
defeat Al long as tt looks Zor. Sﬂpport to e regiro vhich the people hate.

3 ' Wmm o7 VI . conaf{dorstie halp will be needed in
» the industricl and nilitary reconstractron of" the country; tut these loans
will only 4increaso the corruption end nisery in thc absonce of any real
" porlianentary eontrol and of a free sross which can denounce abuses and other
. offences. .Fron this point c. veew,; igl'qfore, tho clinination of ‘the rogine
u inpm-attve. o ' ' ‘

' The SPANISH FEDCE AT, CCUNCIL recogn‘ses that the situatton ie
serious and demands instont actica; it considors it disponsablo, coreover,
for the country to express fiocly its will to associate itself with the
_Europoan effort. It has been said that thore is no altornative to the present
regine. = This is conpletely false. The scalo of -pelitical opinion in Spain .
has mot chanred, It is still conmposcd of tho snne political geoups which

are clandestine inside the couatry, Wt outsido are pr':llcly active, Nen

vill surge forwnrd as soon as arnecd oppressioa has ccasod, The Federal
Counsil 4s at the disposnl of tho Buropoan !Movonont for the study of the
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_procedure to be. adoptod and. theﬁimmedlate szeps to ‘be taken for “the restoru~
tion.of political  freedon in S»ain by g ‘Procoss or peacoful ‘and rapid avolution
.which vill ena'ble hor to play her part in the dorence of. Europe.

The SPANISH FETERAL COUNCTL reco'monds thet the :onoung relolutlon -
.be. adop*ed by the Executlve Cogml*tcu of thc ggropean LOVBDGHtx~ i

In view or thi essentkal role which ‘the . territory nnd the people '
of Spain will be called upon to play in this defonco: considering that -
General Eiaenhover has strosscd that. the Burcpean forces pust only be conpcsed
of contingents of men win Huy* f:,ciy cxpressod.uneir desire -to serve in them,
and that the defonce of “urcp@ cannot howve any shréng norel” foundation if - '
allied to a totalit&rian Lgimn t“o [ixecutive coﬁnittee of the European jove~
nent reconnends to the- Council of  Dirupe the irredicto study of the best neans
to fecilitate the. transition of Sawin fron the present totalit&rian reégine ’
toa denocrntic one, in comw. 1ence with the wish expresscd by the COnsultative
'Assomhly e.t Stro.s‘bourg in ‘ugu t 1950. ’
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