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DRUSSBLS TRELTY £l 2T CCMEIoSION
THIS DOCUMENT IS NOT POR DISThI:UTION TO ThH= PrESS; IT IS FOR THE USE

DACKGROUND FOR THus °OkESS: TR,.TY OF BKUSSELS.

A4

The Treaty which was signzd in Irussels on 17th March, 1948,
by Eelgium, PFrance, Luxembour3, the MNetherlsnds and the United
Lingdom, provided fTor co-operation bLetween the Five countries to
strengthen the economic, socigl ¢nd culturcl ties by which they are
already united. Furthermore, they pledygcd themselves to g¢fford
assistance to esch other in cccordance with the Charter of U.N.O.,
in maintaining internationsl peace &nd sccurity and in resisting
any renewzl of & policy of agressicn, For the purpose of
consulting together on 211 the questions dealt with in the Treaty,
the latter providecd for the crcetion of a Consultative Council,

Resulting from these principles of the Treaty the present
Organisation is as follows:~-

1, The Consultative Council. is the suprceme authority in the
Trussels Trcaly Orgasnisction. It is composcd of the Poreign
Ministers of the Five powers, meets whencver it is necessary, at
least once in every three months, successively in ‘the Five capitels.
The Council receives thc reports from the different organizations
of the Brussels Treaty which crc prosented to it by the rFermanent
Commission and gives thcse organizations directions for the
reglization of the objectives of the Trcaty, The Council proceeds
to consultations on any question which its meribers wianto raise.

The first meeting of the Council was held in Paris on 17th
April, 1948, It was in thc coursc of this mceting that the Council
decided on the crestion of the Permensnt Cominission and the HMilitary
gLomittee, On this occasion, the Council clso decided upon the
‘!rinciple of pcriodic meetings of Hinisters or of experts in the
economic, social and cultural ficlas.

At its sccond meeting et The Hague on 25th July, 1948, the
Council reviewed the work accomplishcd uy to that date by the
Permancnt Commission and the tiilitary Comnittee, Lfter exemination
of the report of thc Five Finance ¥inisters on tleip mecting at
Brussels in April, 1948, thc Council dcciced that a new meeting of
the Finance and Economic Ministors should tcke place (sece pera, II),
The Council also decided upon thec crcation of Committces of Experts
in the Cultural end Sociecl PFielés (sce pare, IIT).

In the course of its meeting in Pcris in October, 1948, the
Consultative Council cxemincd thc results of the preliminery conver~
sations which were hcld in ¥Washington in the coursc of the summer
on the subject of the problem of North itleontic Security, The
Council accepted the principlc of ¢ dcfensive Atlentic Paet and
charged the Pcecrmancnt Commission, which had already cxemined the
question, with further study of this problem. The result of this
work, after it hed been considered by the Five governments, was
communiceted to their represcntatives in washington where conver—
sations have tecn going on Lutweon the representctives of the Five
and those of the¢ Lm.ricen £nd Cenadicn Governments which, at the
time of the drafting of tuis poper, ~v2 ntking setisfactory progress.
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A% the same mecting the Consultntive Council decided $o
cstablish a Comittee for the study of Buropcon unity. This
Comittee which is meetipyg, at the moment in Faris under the
Presidency of M. Herriot,” has as its aim the examination and
proposal to the Governments of the measures to be taken with a view
to realising a larger unity of European States,

To this end the Committece was instructed to take into
consideration all suggestions, including the Franco-Belgian suggestion
for a "Consultative Lssembly" and Mr. Devin's suggestion Tor a
"Europecan Council® composcd of Hinisters of the different states
concerned, as well es g1l other sugpestions which might be presented
by the Governments or by private organizationssand tO report to the
Consultative Council at its fourth meeting in London on 26th
January, 1948,

2. The Brussels Treaty Permencnt Commission which met for the .
first time on 2L4th April, 1948, reprcsents the Consultative Council
during the intervals when it is not sitting. The Commission is
in London and is composed of the Heads of the four diplomatic
missions in London end & Eritish Rcprescntative with the rank of

Ambassador,

The Comrission mects at lcast once 2 week, assisted by a
Secretariat-General organized on an internationszl basis, which
Secretariat also serves the Consultative Council.

The Presidency is held by coch of the representatives in
turn for & pcriod of thrce months.,

The Permancnt Commission coordinates cnd direets the
activities of all the organizaotions constituted by the epplicetion
of the Brusscls Treaty, namely: the Hilitary organization, the
Economic and Financial Committce, the Cultural and Social Committees,
as well as various sub-committces collaborating between the Five,
8ll of whom report to the Commission,

The Commission prepercs the ggenda for the meetings of the
Consultative Council and superviscs the orgenisation of meetings
of other Ministers of the Five.

The Permancnt Commission constitues the Permenent organ
for political consultations between the Five. The Consultative
Council can entrust the Commission with more precisc tasks for
instance, as indicated =zbove, thc study of a North Atlantic Pact,

The Permanent Commission also organised regular

consultations on the gucstions on the zgenda of the General
Assembly of the United Nations,

I. ORGANISATION pws s o
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I. ORGIFISATION OF UunKF.HCE.

Dy virtue of the Irusscls Treaty, France, United Kingdom,
Yelgium, Nethorlands anéd Luxemtourg have agreed to collaborate in the
political, economic &nd culturel ficlds and in defence.

The Defence Orgenisetion of the Irussels Treaty began in
April, 1948, it the end of the year, sufficient progress had been
"made and the orgsnisetion had shapcd sufficiently for these facts
to te of intcrest to the public.

This organisetion is in two parts :

The highcr direction organisation,

The command orgaenisation.

1, HIGHER DIRZCTION

This orgenisation is composed as foliows:-

(a) Defconce Committee of the frusscls Treaty

()

(c)

The Five Defence Ministers mceting together form

this Committec, The Comaittce cnsures the higher
<ircction and control of the vhole organisation in
the namc of the hceds of the Five governments, It
meets about cvery threc rmonths in one of the capitals
of the Five Irussels Treaty powers.

The Chiefs of gtaff Cormittee of the Irussels Treaty,

The Chiefs of Staff of the Five Powers meeting

together form this Cormmittce. It is an advisory

body to the Defence Committce on all military matters,
It meets gbout cvery nonth, normally in London, The
scnior U.S5. Keprescntative and the Canadian Represen-
tetive on this iilitery Committee hgve sat with the
Chiefs of 3tzaff Committce by invitation, The Committee
is se¢rved by the equivalent of a pecrmenent staff,

The Military Comnittee of the Irussels Trecsty

Sitting permenently in London, cach power is
reprcscented by a Hcad of Delegation assisted by a
small numbtcr of officoers.

Under thc dircct control of the Committee are a

nunver of intur-scrvice bodies and /dvisory Committees
whose members erc responsible for giving shape to

the sugiestions submitted by the Hilitary Committee

to the Chiefs of oteff Committee, and ultimctely to

the Ministers as wcll as for direct liaison with the
Service Depcrtments of the individual Chicfs of ®taff,
Representstives of the U.S., and Canadian Chiefs of ®taff
heve participatcd in the work of the Military Committee
on a non-mcmbership basis.

/7Parallel to.....
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Parsllecl to the Chicfs of Staff Committce are the following:~

(d) The Militery Supply Doard of thc Irussels Treaty.

This committee is the Defonce Comttee's organ

for 11 matters affccting the provision of military
cquipment. it mekes rccommxcndations of the proposed
wey of meeting the regriremcnts of the Five FPowers,
The senior U.S. keproescntotive with the :ilitary
Comittce has sat with the Hilitery Supply Zoard by
invitation. A Conadian Reproescentstive from the Steff
of the High Commissioner for Canacde in the United
Kingdom has porticipeted in the work of the Military
Supply foard on & non-menbership Lasis,

In the senmc way as thce Chicfs of sStaff Committee, the
Supply Eozrd is assisted Ly a peramcncont working tody:-

(e) The Supply éxecutive Committce

which sits permancnitly side by sidec with the Militery
Committee and functions in closc liaison with the latter.
A U.S. kepresentative and 2 Canadicn Reprcscntativifwith
the Militzry Cormittce ghave sat with the Supply Exceutive
Cormittee by invitation.,

(£) The Sceretorict Genersl,

The work of thc five above Cormitices is co-ordinsted
bty & Sccreteriat Gernersl, compossd of officers end
personnel of the Five rowers,

2. COMMLND ORGANISATION

This consists of thc Commsnuers-in-Chicf Committee whose
compoeition wos publishea ot the time or its formation carly in
October, 1948,

This Committce consists of:-

A Chairmon Ficld Msrshel Montgomery

The Comunenéer-in—-Chicf
Western Surope Lend

Forces Gcnereal de Loattre de Tassigny
The Commandcr-in-Chicf

western Lurope Zir Alr Chief Marshel Sir
Forces. Jomcs Robb.

Plag Officer ¥estcrn
Europe Vice Ldmiral Jaujard.

No member of this Committece exercisces cieccutive comnend in
peace~time; however, &ll steps .rc being teken to ensure that the
Committee will be ablc to exercisc commsnd in “estern Europe
immedietely at the outireck of a conrlict in the best possible
conditions,

The Commanders-in-Chicf Comittee rcceives its orders end.
directives from the Defence Comittee at governmental level
through the Chiefs of Staff Committee.

/The nermanent.......
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The permsnent hcadguerters of this organisation has been
established at Fontaineblesu,

I1. ECONOMIC .3 FIH.NCI.L OKGANIS. . TION

In the course of thec session of the Consultative
Council at The Hague in July, 19548, the Council decided thst
the Ministers for Finance end Tconomic Affairs in the Five
Countries should mcet to exeamine thc action to be taken with a

view to harmonizing the lonz-turm policies of their respective
Governments,

At their meeting in Paris on Octoter 17th, 1948, the Finance
Ministers studicd the results of the economic and financial co-

operation between the Five p.&crs since the signing of the
Brussels Tresty.

They arrived at the conclusion that the signing by 19
countries within the frame-work of the 0.%.%.C., of the
agreement on Europcan payments demonstraotes in a satisfactory way
the effectiveness of the initictive takoen in this respect by the
Five Finance Ministers at their first meeting in Erussles in
April, 1948, and relating towards thc organization of consultations
in financial matters,

On the other hand, t.c iliinisters werc agreed to wait until
the plans of the 0.E.E.C. werc developed before the Five
powers took a decision on a2 common long-term policy.

They decided to recommend to the Consultative Council the
setting up of a Committce of Zconomic and Financial Experts
charged with the study of thc economic snil financial problems
which rise between the Five countries, cspccially from the point
of view of defence. . This recommcndation wzs approved by the
Consultatative Councll at its meeting in peris. The Comittee
sits in London and works in close¢ touch with the Military Supply
Board md with the Chiefs of Staff Committce.

In the economic and financial field, the Five are anxious
to avoid cny duplication with zlready cuisting organizations,

especieglly within the framc-work of fc¢nelux, the 0.B.E.C., or
the United Nstions,

I7I. CULTURAL v s oo
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II7. QULYURL JND $OCL. ORGINIZATION
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The Jommitice of Cylturanl Experts, established at
the time of tho mecting of thc Consultative Council at The
Hogue; has as i%s task the examination of the whole picture
of cultural rcialtions between the Five countries and the
deciding of whot cction can usefully be undertaken either
within thc frame-work of the Five or on a bilateral basis
with a view %o prowoting in the cultursl ficld, the
realization of Western Union, This Committee sat in
Londin in jamst and i1 oris in Ogtober,

5 Courmittue hos studied the means of encouraging
the czrcu1’+‘on oy nﬁq*nq and “Culitur2l Objects" between
the Five, os5.2cinlls by renizing vocational courses,
the distribuiion o lxju*ﬁt“on on the possibilities of
trevel, re:eptiOA, cee mmodntion offered in each country
to zhool childrcn S LIS A T tho, visits of educational
insp ectors in coeh of Thie Five couniries, the organization
of Droba ,1on‘ry courses :n luucsry ctc.. Working parties
in e¢ach couniry are cvrowminiuge the means of suppressing the

- otstoecles to culfural -xchrongres Letvieen the Five,
The coxt meet np of the Experte Camibiee v111 take
place ia The Hopgue i the bn;1nn1vr of PFebrunry, 1949.

In the sscinl £isid, the folloving Committees .- -
wavs - sét up by tho Consvliative Council at the time

R I

of its mecuing in The Hagve:

The Comudtice of S “n{"1 uxuerts was constituted with

a view %o sTuuying vac onpllcution of interaational

labour conveniions ~nl! {ie hor--miznation off the social
legisiation oF %o Five; chﬁc1q11y in the sphere of social
security. it hos mat twice

The Csrmittec of Experts on Public Health has met
twice, in London in Se; tcnoer and in Poris in October, with
a view to organizing bctween ‘hc Five the exchange of medical
personnel and the puthing inso anplication of conventions
and recomicndotions 1PD?OSL1 by .he e He U

4 Gommititee of Fwucrts on Wor Pensiong proposes to
harmonize the punsions resucisions in tne ¥ive eountries.
One mecting was nuid in Octobver last, another will be held

in January.

Finnlly, ¢ sub commitles on migration will meet in
Paris at the beginnins of Jonu-ry with 2 view to studying
the applicotion of the recommendantions of the International
Labour Confevcncee held in Rome in Jenuary 1948 on the
distribution of nxtional labouvr, the Jncreasing of the
nationcl level oFf e loywent, rofescion:l orientation and
QCCOMMNOALTIioN o FOItloPs.
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