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Telegram sent by John Foster Dulles to the Western embassies (21 January 1955)

Caption: In atelegram sent on 21 January 1955, John Foster Dulles, US Secretary of State, approves the creation of
Western European Union (WEU) and emphasises the importance of strong unity in Europe.
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[ BEGIN TEXT ]
UNITED STATES ASSURANCES TO WESTERN EUROPEAN UNION

At the time when there was undsr considsration the Treaty o
establish a European Defense Community, I made a publis announcement
of eertain principles whish would gulde United States policies anmd
actions with respect to Westerm Eurcpe in the event that Tready Qhemld
be ratifisd, Now, in substitution for that Community, & plan has
been d4volyved for a Western Buropean Union., Obviously that Unlon and
related arrangements signed at Paris on October 23, 1954, when brought
into fores, will serve the vital interests not omly of the members of
the Union, but of the psoplies of the free world, lncluding the Umlited
States, The United States has twlee besn drawn lnto wars whieh
@riglnatéd in Burope and teday it malntains forees there to help
minimize the possibllity of another war, It 1s in the interest of
the Unlted States to help reduce suen dangsrs. |

To this end the Unltsd States committed itselfl to the North
Atlantiz Treaty. This Treaty is in aceordance with the basls securliy
interests of the Unlted States, and the obligations which the United
States has azsumed under the Treaty will be honored,

The menber nations are sesking to maks the Atlantis alllance
an enduring assoclation of free peoples within which all members can
eoncert their efforts toward peace, prosperity and freedom., The
suceess of that assoelation will be determined in large measure by

the degres of praetiecal cocperation redlized among the European
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nations themselves. The Western European Union and ths related f
arrangements agreed upon in Paris are desigred to ensure this cooperatic
and thefeby t0 provide a durable basis for consclidating the Atlantic
relationship as a whole,
It is =y belis! that the proposed arrangsaents when effective:
Will promote progress toward unity in Western Eurepe and
draw together those whose past differences have led to recurrent
war and gravely deplsted Europe's human, material aand moral
strength;
Will restore soversigznty to the ?edsral Bepubliz of Germany,
2 sovsrelgnty whieh has now baen withheld for ten years, during
which time ths Governmment and psopls of that Republle have
demonstrated thabt they are eapable of werthlly discharging thelr
responsibilities as 2 self-governing member of the free and
peaceful world community;
Will, by controlling armament lsevels through aa appreopriate
Agency of the Western European Unlon, assure agalnst sxcessive
militarisa;
Will provide a cors of unity at the heart of the Nerth
Atlantle Treaty Organlzation, thus permitting adoptiecn ef
practieal éefénsiva measures which offer goed hope that any

enemy attack could be stopped a2t the thresheld;
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Will enable the Federal Republic of Germany to maks 1iis -
appropriataely msasured contribution to international peace and
security, in ks2ping with the spirit of the North Atlanmtile
Treaty Organization;

Will, through setion of the Worth Atlantle Treaty Counell,
agszure a cloasser integration of the armed forees in Eurcpe ef
the member ecountries, thereby giving assurance that these forces
eannct b2 used for nationalistis aggression or otherwlse than
for the securiiy purpcses envisaged by the North Atlantlsg
Treaty.

At London on Sespiember 29, 1934, the United States Secretary
of States, im order to facilitate efforts ito produce an offsctive
collective defense of Western Europe, indicated the eonditions under

which the Unlted S ates might be prepared to make a pelicy dselaration

t
similar to that which was announced whemn the earlier European Defense
Community plan was uxnder consideration, I zm giad teo affirm that |
when the Parls Agreaments have been ratifisd and have come inteo forece,
it will be the poliey of the Unlted States:

(1) To continue active in the varliocus organie arrangements
established under thse North Atlantic Treaty Organization and to
consult with other #embars of NATO om questions of mutual concern,

" inclading the level of forges from the respsetive NATO countries to
e placed at the dispesal of the Supreme CQmménder-inPChief;
{2) To eonsult, 1f s0 desired, with the Agenecy for the Contrel
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f"ef Apmaments of the Westerzn Eurcpean Unlonm with § viaw to assisting

in the achlsvement of its objeetive of con@rolliné arzament and
preventing excessive militarization within the meambers of the Unlon;

{3) To comtimue to maintain in Eurcpe, including Germany,
such units of its armed forees as may be neesssary and appropriate to
contribute its falr share of the forces meedsd for ths joint defemse
of the Nerth Atlantis area whiles a threat to that area 8xists, amd
will continue to deploy sueh forees in accordance with agreed North
Atlantic strategy for the dafense of this area;

{4) To cooperats in developing the clesest possible integration
among the forees assigmed to NATO in Westera Europe, 1ncluéing those
contrivuted by the Ggrman Fedaral RBepublic, in ascerdance witha
approved plans developed by the military agenciss and the Supreme
Commandsrs of the North Atlamtic Tresty Organizatlion in accordance

Z with the Resolution adopted by

the North Atlantie Council om Oetober 22, 1954;

{5) To continme to cooperate toward Atlantie Sesurity by sharing
information authorized by Cohgress with respect to the military
utilization of new wezapons and techniques for the improvement of
the collective defenss;

{8) In eoﬁsonaaee with its poliey of encouraging maximum
cocperaition among the free natiens of Europe and in recognition of
the eontridbution which the Brussels Treaty, as amended, will make

L__to peace and stabllity in Europe, to regard any action from whatsysr ;
SeCRER———
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quarter which threatens the integriiy of the Western European Union
as a threat to the security of the parties tc the North Atlantic
Treaty calling for econsultation in accordance with Apticle IV of
that Treaty;

(7) In acecordance with the basic interest of the United States
in the North Atlantic Treaty, as expressed at the time of ratifieation,
the Treaty was regarded as of indefimite duration ratherx than for
any definite number of years, The United States ealls attentlion te
the fact that for it to cease to be a party to the North Atlantie
Treaty would appear guite comtrary tc our securiiy interests when
there is established or the Continent of Europe ths s30lid core of

unity which the Paris Agreements will provide, END VERBATIM TEXT
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