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Note from the Secretary-General of Western Union on the setting up of a Committee of
Financial and Economic Experts (London, 1 November 1948)

Caption: In anote dated 1 November 1948, the Secretary-General of the Brussels Treaty Organisation (Western Union)
notifies of the decision taken by the Consultative Council to set up a Committee on Economic and Financial Matters. As
aresult, each Member State of Western Union is asked to appoint expertsin this area.
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HETRIC DOCUMENT NO: 158,

COPY No......l‘f
BRUSSHLS TRELTY PEMININT COMMISSION

5JCRLTARY~§LN~REL'S NOTS CONCERNING TH SETTING UP
OF AND TrPMS OF RoroRENCE OF Tho COMMITTSn OF
SAPERTS,

At its recent mecting in Pecris the Consultative Council
approved the rccommendstion of the Finencs Xinisters to set up a
Committee on Ecoromic.and Fincncial matters to work alongside the
Chicfs-~of~Staff Committee eni the Hilitary Supply- Board, (See
Metrice Document No: 157, Minutes of 35th Meceting of the Permancnt

Commission,-and Mctric Document No: 148, Scerctery-Gencral's report
on the meeting of the Finence Kinisters).,

A This decision should now be brousht formally to the notice
of the HMinisters concerncd, with the request that cach country
appoints as soon as possible one or two experts on finenciel and

cconomic questions to sit on this Committce, which will heve its
scet in London,

. The Chicfs-of-Staff have expruessed the wish thct the first
mceting should teke plecc sbout the 15th November, 1948,

TcRMS OF REFERENCE,

It is proposed that the tcrms of recfercnce of this Conﬁittec
should be as follows:

1, To consider the fincncisl end economic implicstions of
prroposels for defcnece put forwerd by the Chiefs-~of-8Steffl
and the #ilitary  sSupply Bosrd, s they afiect cach
country and the Five countries as a wholc,

2, To provide for the solution of financicl questions, in
accordance with theé resolutions adoptcd by the Finsnce

Minist.rs and approvcd by thc Comnsultcotive Council,
namely: ‘

. "The Fincnce Ministers recommend theot, for the mctters
mentioned in pera.7 of the report of the Chicfs of Staff,
the countries concerncd should makc gd _hoc finenciel
errangements designed to permit the necessary supplics to
flow until such time as &n inclusive sgreement is errived at,

The Five Ministcrs teke note of the perticular
errangements mede for the solution of ccrtain of the
problems mentioncd in peras.7?.' They sugszest that any
other similar problems, which may erise in the immcdiste
future, including thosc deelt with in prragraph 8. shgll
e thc subject of ed hoc finenciel errangements concelved
in the semec spirit cnd designed to permit the exchenge
of necessary supplics and services until such time as &
gecneral errangement is reached." (See Metric Document
No: 148 ad 1) b) 2nd c)).

(2 list of these quastions is cttached in an Annex to
this documcnt). )
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5« To preparc the ground for the conclusion of & brocd
fineneicl agreement to permit smooth intzrchonge of
ocquipment £nd services between the Porces of the 5
Poviers,

RESPONSIBILITY OF THZ COMMITT:LE LND ITS MEMBIRS,

The Comittce has to work alongside the Chicfs-of+Jthif
Cormittee end the Militory Supply Boeord.

The members of the Coimmittec are individually responsible
to their HMinisters of Financc snd Economic effeirs, The Committce
s a whelce will rcport to the Permanent Cormission (vide detric
Documcnt No: 27, Item V. (Rel=ationships)).

SACRET-RILT OF THE COMMIVTEE,

Pending the scttling of the Finences of the Permancnt
Commission Secrcterisat-General, it is suggested thot the United
Kingdom Government provides & Scerctary for this Committcce with
the necuessory secrctarisl steff who will come under the cuthority
of the Secrctory-General of .the Permencnt Cormission,

M2ETING PL..CE,

For thc tinme being thce Committee will meet in conference
room number 2 with adjacent office, 2zt 2, baton Pleocc.

Zaton Place,
S.V.1.

lst November, 1948,
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