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Statement by Winston Churchill on the Committee for a United Europe (23 January 
1948)

Mr. Churchill: 

[…]

I must say a word about our unofficial Committee for a United Europe, and also about its limitations. I am 
most anxious to reassure the Government and the Foreign Secretary on this subject. We do not aspire to 
compete with Governments in the executive sphere. What we seek to do is to build up moral, cultural, 
sentimental and social unities and affinities throughout all Europe, or all those parts of Europe where 
freedom still reigns. We are anxious to spread the idea of the men and women of many countries being good 
Europeans, as well as patriotic citizens of their native lands, ready and eager to meet and work with one 
another on terms of honour and amity, to forget past tragedies as far as possible, to recognise that what has 
happened in the past is unpayable by mortal man and that to exact its payment will wreck the world, and to 
build for a future which may one day make amends for all.

[…]
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