
1/2

Interview with André Dubois: the influence of Christian Calmes as the first
Secretary-General of the Council (Brussels, 8 December 2006)
 

Source: Interview d'André Dubois / ANDRÉ DUBOIS, Étienne Deschamps.- Bruxelles: CVCE [Prod.],
08.12.2006. CVCE, Sanem. - VIDEO (00:01:57, Couleur, Son original).

Copyright: (c) Translation CVCE.EU by UNI.LU
All rights of reproduction, of public communication, of adaptation, of distribution or of dissemination via
Internet, internal network or any other means are strictly reserved in all countries.
Consult the legal notice and the terms and conditions of use regarding this site.

URL:
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/interview_with_andre_dubois_the_influence_of_christian_c
almes_as_the_first_secretary_general_of_the_council_brussels_8_december_2006-
en-af7c844b-def9-4e66-9312-ddb2c924dca5.html

Last updated: 05/07/2016

http://www.cvce.eu/obj/interview_with_andre_dubois_the_influence_of_christian_calmes_as_the_first_secretary_general_of_the_council_brussels_8_december_2006-en-af7c844b-def9-4e66-9312-ddb2c924dca5.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/interview_with_andre_dubois_the_influence_of_christian_calmes_as_the_first_secretary_general_of_the_council_brussels_8_december_2006-en-af7c844b-def9-4e66-9312-ddb2c924dca5.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/interview_with_andre_dubois_the_influence_of_christian_calmes_as_the_first_secretary_general_of_the_council_brussels_8_december_2006-en-af7c844b-def9-4e66-9312-ddb2c924dca5.html


2/2

Interview with André Dubois: the influence of Christian Calmes as the first Secretary-

General of the Council (Brussels, 8 December 2006)

[Étienne Deschamps] You have mentioned Christian Calmes several times, a Luxembourg civil servant who 
became the first Secretary-General of the Council. How would you describe his influence in getting this 
whole venture and this first team up and running, given that it practically had to be cobbled together?

[André Dubois] As you said, he was the one who created the Secretariat, and I think he was the one who 
really imbued it with his spirit and his strict moral code, which was based on total impartiality and loyalty to 
the European ideal. This is something that is vitally important in a secretariat, and I think it is a spirit that is 
still there today, and was really created by Christian Calmes himself. If you read Mr Giscard d’Estaing’s 
book on the European Constitution, he pays tribute to this spirit of loyalty and objectivity in the Secretariat, 
and I think Christian Calmes really was the one who created that. The governments certainly had total 
confidence in him. I’m not entirely sure, but I seem to remember that it was at Chancellor Adenauer’s 
suggestion — Mr Calmes spoke fluent German — that he was appointed to the post, and that’s how it 
happened … He had been a career diplomat, he belonged to a country that had been annexed by the Reich 
during the War, he had fought in the Resistance … I have to say that he was also a very human person, and 
father to a large family of five children. I still have some wonderful memories of him.


