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Comparison between the objectives of the Structural Funds (2000-2006)

 Objective 1 

Regions whose 

development is lagging 

behind

Objective 2

Assistance for regions 

facing structural 

difficulties

Objective 3

Employment/ training

Area Region Part of a region State

Zoning Statistical criterion; 

per capita wealth

Economic criteria (e.g. 

employment, density, 

specific difficulties)

No zoning

Cap on Financing 75 % 50 % 50 %

Management Decentralised; State/ 

region partnership

Decentralised; State/ 

region partnership (with 

exceptions, cf Alsace test)

One part State, one part 

devolved

Funds employed ERDF, ESF

EAGGF- Guidance, FIFG

ERDF, ESF ESF

Types of projects 

supported:

- Productive environment 

- Infrastructure

- Environment 

- Research, innovation

- Training, employment 

- Various

- Productive environment 

- Infrastructure

- Environment 

- Research, innovation

- Training, employment 

- Various

Training, employment


