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Concluding document of the Belgrade CSCE Follow-Up Meeting (8 March 1978)

Caption: In the concluding document of the First Follow-Up Meeting of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in
Europe (CSCE), held in Belgrade from 4 October 1977 to 9 March 1978, the representatives of the participating States
note the difficulties and obstacles encountered in implementing the provisions of the Final Act, aswell as the lack of
consensus on various proposal s submitted to the meeting.
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Concluding document of the Belgrade meeting 1977 of representatives of the
participating States of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe, held on
the basis of the provisions of the Final Act relating to the Follow-up to the Conference

The representatives of the participating States of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe,
appointed by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of these States, met at Belgrade from 4 October 1977 to 9
March 1978 in accordance with the provisions of the Final Act relating to the Follow-up to the Conference.

The participants received a message from the President of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia,
Josip Broz Tito, and were addressed by Mr. Milo$ Mini, Vice-President of the Federal Executive Council
and Federal Secretary for Foreign Affairs of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.

Contributions were made by the following non-participating Mediterranean States: Algeria, Egypt, Israel,
Lebanon, Morocco, Syria and Tunisia.

The representatives of the participating States stressed the importance they attach to détente, which has
continued since the adoption of the Final Act in spite of difficulties and obstacles encountered. In this
context they underlined the role of the CSCE, the implementation of the provisions of the Final Act being
essential for the development of this process.

The representatives of the participating States held a thorough exchange of views both on the
implementation of the provisions of the Final Act and of the tasks defined by the Conference, as well as, in
the context of the questions dealt with by the latter, on the deepening of their mutual relations, the
improvement of security and the development of co-operation in Europe, and the development of the process
of détente in the future.

The representatives of the participating States stressed the political importance of the Conference on
Security and Co-operation in Europe and reaffirmed the resolve of their Governments, to implement fully,
unilaterally, bilaterally and multilaterally, all the provisions of the Final Act.

It was recognized that the exchange of views constitutes in itself a valuable contribution towards the
achievement of the aims set by the CSCE, although different views were expressed as to the degree of
implementation of the Final Act reached so far.

They also examined proposals concerning the above questions and the definition of the appropriate
modalities for the holding of other meetings in conformity with the provisions of the chapter of the Final Act
concerning the Follow-up to the Conference.

Consensus was not reached on a number of proposals submitted to the meeting.

In conformity with the relevant provisions of the Final Act and with their resolve to continue the multilateral
process initiated by the CSCE, the participating States will hold further meetings among their
representatives. The second of these meetings will be held in Madrid commencing Tuesday, 11 November
1980.

A preparatory meeting will be held in Madrid commencing Tuesday, 9 September 1980, to decide on
appropriate modalities for the main Madrid Meeting. This will be done on the basis of the Final Act as well
as of the other relevant documents adopted during the process of the CSCE.”

It was also agreed to hold, within the framework of the Follow-up to the CSCE, the meetings of experts of
the participating States indicated below.

In conformity with the mandate contained in the Final Act and according to the proposal made to this effect

by the Government of Switzerland a meeting of experts will be convened at Montreux on 31 October 1978,
charged with pursuing the examination and elaboration of a generally acceptable method for peaceful
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settlement of disputes aimed at complementing existing methods.

Upon the invitation of the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany, the meeting of experts
envisaged in the Final Act in order to prepare a "Scientific Forum" will take place in Bonn starting on 20
June 1978. Representatives of UNESCO and the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe shall be
invited to state their views.

Upon the invitation of the Government of Malta, a meeting of experts on the Mediterranean will be
convened on 13 February 1979 in Valletta. Its mandate will be, within the framework of the Mediterranean
Chapter of the Final Act, to consider the possibilities and means of promoting concrete initiatives for
mutually beneficial co-operation concerning various economic, scientific and cultural fields, in addition to
other initiatives relating to the above subjects already under way. The non-participating Mediterranean
States will be invited to contribute to the work of this meeting. Questions relating to security will be
discussed at the Madrid Meeting.

The duration of the meetings of experts should not exceed 4-6 weeks. They will draw up conclusions and
recommendations and send their reports to the Governments of the participating States. The results of these
meetings will be taken into account, as appropriate, at the Madrid Meeting.

All the above-mentioned meetings will be held in conformity with paragraph 4 of the chapter on "Follow-up
to the Conference" of the Final Act. The Government of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is
requested to transmit the present document to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, to the Director-
General of UNESCO and to the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for
Europe. The Government of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is also requested to transmit the
present document to the governments of the Mediterranean non-participating States.

The representatives of the participating States expressed their profound gratitude to the people and

Government of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia for the excellent organization of the Belgrade
Meeting and the warm hospitality extended to the delegations which participated in the Meeting.

Belgrade, 8 March 1978

"The other relevant documents adopted during the process of the CSCE are: The Final Recommendations of the Helsinki
Consultations; the Decisions of the Preparatory Meeting to organize the Belgrade Meeting 1977; this Concluding Document.
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