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Letter from Jacques Camille Paris to Jean Monnet (Paris, 5 August 1952)

COPY

COUNCIL OF EUROPE
The Secretary-General

Paris, 5th August, 1952.
3, rue Andre Pascal.

Dear Monsieur Monnet,

I came away from our meeting with a vastly different impression than that which I had gained on reading 
your letter of 1st August.

You informed me of unofficial steps you have taken with a view to facilitating the work and respecting the 
independence and individual character of the Assembly of the European Coal and Steel Community.

I need hardly tell you that I fully share your preoccupations, and the mandate conferred upon me by the 
Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe is, in this respect, unequivocal. I should add that the 
Secretariat of the Council has never intervened, in the working of the Consultative Assembly except to 
afford the assistance requested by it in a specified form, and our own deliberative organ has thus never had 
any other feeling than one of complete freedom.

I therefore consider that the independence of the Common Assembly would be fully ensured were the task 
of organising its First Session to be entrusted to the already tried experience and tradition of the Secretariat 
of the Council. It would then remain for this Assembly, and for it alone, in the course of its First Session, to 
come to any decision for the future that it might consider appropriate.

It is thus that I understood the mandate whereby I was to get in touch with the President of the High 
Authority with regard to the organisation of the initial work of the Assembly.

I feel that any other method might be interpreted as arising from the wish to bring prior influence to bear on 
the Assembly with regard to its future services. I moreover fear that staff recruited within so short a space of 
time, however qualified, would fail to afford assistance to the Assembly of the European Coal and Steel 
Community at its inaugural Session in any way comparable to that which could be supplied by the 
Secretariat of the Council.

I do not doubt that in view of the responsibilities we bear in respect of European unity, and the desire we 
must foster to preserve the good name of European Administration, you will agree that at the very outset of 
its historic mission, the Assembly should not only enjoy the fullest independence, but also have at its 
disposal the, very best practical facilities.

It is in this spirit that my colleagues and I are even now carrying out the preparatory work which will enable 
us to cope with the foreseeable requirements of the Assembly when it meets at Strasbourg in September. As 
soon as the High Authority officially assumes its functions, I shall not fail to inform the President of all 
measures proposed.

(signed) J.C. PARIS
Secretary-General
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Monsieur Jean MONNET
Commissaire Général
Commissariat Général du Plan de
Modernisation et d’Equipement
18, rue de Martignac
PARIS
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