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Concluding document of the Madrid Meeting 1980 of representatives of the 
participating States of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, held on 
the basis of the provisions of the Final Act relating to the Follow-up to the Conference 
(Madrid, 1983)

The representatives of the participating States of the Conference on Security and Co- operation in Europe 
met in Madrid from 11 November 1980 to 9 September 1983 in accordance with the provisions of the Final 
Act relating to the Follow-up to the Conference, as well as on the basis of the other relevant documents 
adopted during the process of the CSCE.

The participants were addressed on 12 November 1980 by the Spanish Prime Minister.

Opening statements were made by all Heads of Delegations among whom were Ministers and Deputy 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs of a number of participating States. Some Ministers of Foreign Affairs 
addressed the Meeting also at later stages.

Contributions were made by representatives of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) 
and UNESCO.

Contributions were also made by the following non-participating Mediterranean States: Algeria, Egypt, 
Israel, Morocco and Tunisia.

The representatives of the participating States stressed the high political significance of the Conference on 
Security and Co-operation in Europe and of the process initiated by it as well as of the ways and means it 
provides for States to further their efforts to increase security, develop co-operation and enhance mutual 
understanding in Europe. They therefore reaffirmed their commitment to the process of the CSCE and 
emphasized the importance of the implementation of all the provisions and the respect for all the principles 
of the Final Act by each of them as being essential for the development of this process. Furthermore, they 
stressed the importance they attach to security and genuine detente, while deploring the deterioration of the 
international situation since the Belgrade Meeting 1977.

Accordingly, the participating States agreed that renewed efforts should be made to give full effect to the 
Final Act through concrete action, unilateral, bilateral and multilateral, in order to restore trust and 
confidence between the participating States which would permit a substantial improvement in their mutual 
relations. They considered that the future of the CSCE process required balanced progress in all sections of 
the Final Act.

In accordance with the mandate provided for in the Final Act and the Agenda of the Madrid Meeting, the 
representatives of the participating States held a thorough exchange of views both on the implementation of 
the provisions of the Final Act and of the tasks defined by the Conference, as well as, in the context of the 
questions dealt with by the latter, on the deepening of their mutual relations, the improvement of security 
and the development of co- operation in Europe, and the development of the process of detente in the future.

It was confirmed that the thorough exchange of views constitutes in itself a valuable contribution towards 
the achievement of the aims set by the CSCE. In this context, it was agreed that these aims can only be 
attained by continuous implementation, unilaterally, bilaterally and multilaterally, of all the provisions and 
by respect for all the principles of the Final Act.

During this exchange of views, different and at times contradictory opinions were expressed as to the degree 
of implementation of the Final Act reached so far by participating States. While certain progress was noted, 
concern was expressed at the serious deficiencies in the implementation of this document.

Critical assessments from different viewpoints were given as to the application of and respect for the 
principles of the Final Act. Serious violations of a number of these principles were deplored during these 
assessments. Therefore, the participating States, at times represented at a higher level, considered it 
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necessary to state, at various stages of the Meeting, that strict application of and respect for these principles, 
in all their aspects, are essential for the improvement of mutual relations between the participating States.

The necessity was also stressed that the relations of the participating States with all other States should be 
conducted in the spirit of these principles.

Concern was expressed about the continued lack of confidence among participating States.

Concern was also expressed as to the spread of terrorism.

The implementation of the provisions of the Final Act concerning Confidence- Building Measures, Co-
operation in the field of Economics, of Science and Technology and of Environment, as well as Co-
operation in Humanitarian and other fields was thoroughly discussed. It was considered that the numerous 
possibilities offered by the Final Act had not been sufficiently utilized. Questions relating to Security and 
Co-operation in the Mediterranean were also discussed.

The participating States reaffirmed their commitment to the continuation of the CSCE process as agreed to 
in the chapter on the Follow-up to the Conference contained in the Final Act.

The representatives of the participating States took note of the reports of the meetings of experts and of the 
"Scientific Forum", and in the course of their deliberations took the results of these meetings into account.

The representatives of the participating States examined all the proposals submitted concerning the above 
questions and agreed on the following:

Questions relating to security in Europe

The participating States express their determination

- to exert new efforts to make detente an effective, as well as continuing increasingly viable and 
comprehensive process, universal in scope, as undertaken under the Final Act;

- to seek solutions to outstanding problems through peaceful means;

- to fulfil consistently all the provisions under the Final Act and, in particular, strictly and unreservedly to 
respect and put into practice all the ten principles contained in the Declaration on Principles Guiding 
Relations between Participating States, irrespective of their political, economic or social systems, as well as 
of their size, geographical location or level of economic development, including their commitment to 
conduct their relations with all other States in the spirit of these principles;

- to develop relations of mutual co-operation, friendship and confidence, refraining from any action which, 
being contrary to the Final Act, might impair such relations;

- to encourage genuine efforts to implement the Final Act;

- to exert genuine efforts towards containing an increasing arms build-up as well as towards strengthening 
confidence and security and promoting disarmament.

Principles

They reaffirm their determination fully to respect and apply these principles and accordingly, to promote by 
all means, both in law and practice, their increased effectiveness. They consider that one such means could 
be to give legislative expression -in forms appropriate to practices and procedures specific to each country- 
to the ten principles set forth in the Final Act.
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They recognize it as important that treaties and agreements concluded by participating States reflect and be 
consonant with the relevant principles and, where appropriate, refer to them.

The participating States reaffirm the need that refraining from the threat or use of force, as a norm of 
international life, should be strictly and effectively observed. To this end they stress their duty, under the 
relevant provisions of the Final Act, to act accordingly.

The participating States condemn terrorism, including terrorism in international relations, as endangering or 
taking innocent human lives or otherwise jeopardizing human rights and fundamental freedoms and 
emphasize the necessity to take resolute measures to combat it. They express their determination to take 
effective measures for the prevention and suppression of acts of terrorism, both at the national level and 
through international co-operation including appropriate bilateral and multilateral agreements, and 
accordingly to broaden and reinforce mutual co-operation to combat such acts. They agree to do so in 
conformity with the Charter of the United Nations, the United Nations Declaration on Principles of 
International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States and the Helsinki Final Act.

In the context of the combat against acts of terrorism, they will take all appropriate measures in preventing 
their respective territories from being used for the preparation, organization or commission of terrorist 
activities, including those directed against other participating States and their citizens. This also includes 
measures to prohibit on their territories illegal activities of persons, groups and organizations that instigate, 
organize or engage in the perpetration of acts of terrorism.

The participating States confirm that they will refrain from direct or indirect assistance to terrorist activities 
or to subversive or other activities directed towards the violent overthrow of the regime of another 
participating State. Accordingly, they will refrain, inter alia, from financing, encouraging, fomenting or 
tolerating any such activities.

They express their determination to do their utmost to assure necessary security to all official representatives 
and persons who participate on their territories in activities within the scope of diplomatic, consular or other 
official relations.

They emphasize that all the participating States recognize in the Final Act the universal significance of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms, respect for which is an essential factor for the peace, justice and 
well-being necessary to ensure the development of friendly relations and co-operation among themselves, as 
among all States.

The participating States stress their determination to promote and encourage the effective exercise of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms, all of which derive from the inherent dignity of the human person and are 
essential for his free and full, development, and to assure constant and tangible progress in accordance with 
the Final Act, aiming at further and steady development in this field in all participating States, irrespective 
of their political, economic and social systems.

They similarly stress their determination to develop their laws and regulations in the field of civil, political, 
economic, social, cultural and other human rights and fundamental freedoms; they also emphasize their 
determination to ensure the effective exercise of these rights and freedoms.
They recall the right of the individual to know and act upon his rights and duties in the field of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, as embodied in the Final Act, and will take the necessary action in their 
respective countries to effectively ensure this right.

The participating States reaffirm that they will recognize, respect and furthermore agree to take the action 
necessary to ensure the freedom of the individual to profess and practise, alone or in community with others, 
religion or belief acting in accordance with the dictates of his own conscience.

In this context, they will consult, whenever necessary, the religious faiths, institutions and organizations, 
which act within the constitutional framework of their respective countries.
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They will favourably consider applications by religious communities of believers practising or prepared to 
practise their faith within the constitutional framework of their States, to be granted the status provided for 
in their respective countries for religious faiths, institutions and organizations.

They stress also the importance of constant progress in ensuring the respect for and actual enjoyment of the 
rights of persons belonging to national minorities as well as protecting their legitimate interests as provided 
for in the Final Act.

They stress the importance of ensuring equal rights of men and women; accordingly, they agree to take all 
actions necessary to promote equally effective participation of men and women in political, economic, social 
and cultural life.

The participating States will ensure the right of workers freely to establish and join trade unions, the right of 
trade unions freely to exercise their activities and other rights as laid down in relevant international 
instruments. They note that these rights will be exercised in compliance with the law of the State and in 
conformity with the State's obligations under international law. They will encourage, as appropriate, direct 
contacts and communication among such trade unions and their representatives.

They reaffirm that governments, institutions, organizations and persons have a relevant and positive role to 
play in contributing toward the achievement of the above- mentioned aims of their co-operation.

They reaffirm the particular significance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the international 
Covenants on Human Rights and other relevant international instruments of their joint and separate efforts to 
stimulate and develop universal respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms; they call on all 
participating States to act in conformity with those international instruments and on those participating 
States, which have not yet done so, to consider the possibility of acceding to the covenants.

They agree to give favourable consideration to the use of bilateral round-table meetings, held on a voluntary 
basis, between delegations composed by each participating State to discuss issues of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms in accordance with an agreed agenda in a spirit of mutual respect with a view to 
achieving greater understanding and co-operation based on the provisions of the Final Act.

They decide to convene a meeting of experts of the participating States on questions concerning respect, in 
their States, for human rights and fundamental freedoms, in all their aspects, as embodied in the Final Act.

Upon invitation of the Government of Canada, the meeting of experts will be held in Ottawa, beginning on 7 
May 1985. It will draw up conclusions and recommendations to be submitted to the governments of all 
participating States.

The meeting will be preceded by a preparatory meeting which will be held in Ottawa upon the invitation of 
the Government of Canada, starting on 23 April 1985.

In conformity with the recommendation contained in the Report of the Montreux Meeting of Experts, 
another meeting of experts of the participating States will be convened, at the invitation of the Government 
of Greece. It will take place in Athens and will commence on 21 March 1984, with the purpose of pursuing, 
on the basis of the Final Act, the examination of a generally acceptable method for the peaceful settlement 
of disputes aimed at complementing existing methods. The meeting will take into account the common 
approach set forth in the above-mentioned report.

Recalling the right of any participating State to belong or not to belong to international organizations, to be 
or not to be a party to bilateral or multilateral treaties including the right to be or not to be a party to treaties 
of alliance, and also the right to neutrality, the participating States take note of the declaration of the 
Government of the Republic of Malta in which it stated that, as an effective contribution to detente, peace 
and security in the Mediterranean region, the Republic of Malta is a neutral State adhering to a policy of 
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non-alignment. They call upon all States to respect that declaration.

Conference on Confidence- and Security- building Measures and Disarmament in Europe

The participating States,

Recalling the provisions of the Final Act according to which they recognize the interest of all of them in 
efforts aimed at lessening military confrontation and promoting disarmament,

Have agreed to convene a Conference on Confidence- and Security-building Measures and Disarmament in 
Europe.

The aim of the Conference is, as a substantial and integral part of the multilateral process initiated by the 
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe, with the participation of all the States signatories of the 
Final Act, to undertake, in stages, new, effective and concrete actions designed to make progress in 
strengthening confidence and security and in achieving disarmament, so as to give effect and expression to 
the duty of States to refrain from the threat or use of force in their mutual relations.

Thus the Conference will begin a process of which the first stage will be devoted to the negotiation and 
adoption of a set of mutually complementary confidence- and security- building measures designed to 
reduce the risk of military confrontation in Europe.

The first stage of the Conference will be held in Stockholm commencing on 17 January 1984.

On the basis of equality of rights, balance and reciprocity, equal respect for the security interests of all 
CSCE participating States, and of their respective obligations concerning confidence- and security-building 
measures and disarmament in Europe, these confidence- and security-building measures will cover the 
whole of Europe as well as the adjoining sea area(1) and air space. They will be of military significance and 
politically binding and will be provided with adequate forms of verification which correspond to their 
content.
As far as the adjoining sea area(1) and air space is concerned, the measures will be applicable to the military 
activities of all the participating States taking place there whenever these activities affect security in Europe 
as well as constitute a part of activities taking place within the whole of Europe as referred to above, which 
they will agree to notify. Necessary specifications will be made through the negotiations on the confidence- 
and security-building measures at the Conference.

Nothing in the definition of the zone given above will diminish obligations already undertaken under the 
Final Act. The confidence- and security- building measures to be agreed upon at the Conference will also be 
applicable in all areas covered by any of the provisions in the Final Act relating to confidence-building 
measures and certain aspects of security and disarmament.

The provisions established by the negotiators will come into force in the forms and according to the 
procedure to be agreed upon by the Conference.

Taking into account the above-mentioned aim of the Conference, the next follow-up meeting of the 
participating States of the CSCE, to be held in Vienna, commencing on 4 November 1986, will assess the 
progress achieved during the first stage of the Conference.

Taking into account the relevant provisions of the Final Act, and having reviewed the results achieved by the 
first stage of the Conference, and also in the light of other relevant negotiations on security and disarmament 
affecting Europe, a future CSCE follow-up meeting will consider ways and appropriate means for the 
participating States to continue their efforts for security and disarmament in Europe, including the question 
of supplementing the present mandate for the next stage of the Conference on Confidence- and Security-
building Measures and Disarmament in Europe.
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A preparatory meeting, charged with establishing the agenda, time-table and other organizational modalities 
for the first stage of the Conference, will be held in Helsinki, commencing on 25 October 1983. Its duration 
shall not exceed three weeks.

The rules of procedure, the working methods and the scale of distribution for the expenses valid for the 
CSCE will, mutatis mutandis, be applied to the Conference and to the preparatory meeting referred to in the 
preceding paragraph. The services of a technical secretariat will be provided by the host country.

Co-operation in the field of economics, of science and technology and of the environment

The participating States consider that the implementation of all provisions of the Final Act and full respect 
for the principles guiding relations among them set out therein are an essential basis for the development of 
co-operation among them in the field of economics, of science and technology and of the environment. At 
the same time they reaffirm their conviction that co-operation in these fields contributes to the reinforcement 
of peace and security in Europe and in the world as a whole. In this spirit they reiterate their resolve to 
pursue and intensify such co-operation between one another, irrespective of their economic and social 
systems.

The participating States confirm their interest in promoting adequate, favourable conditions in order further 
to develop trade and industrial co-operation among them, in particular by fully implementing all provisions 
of the second chapter of the Final Act, so as to make greater use of the possibilities created by their 
economic, scientific and technical potential. In this context and taking into consideration the efforts already 
made unilaterally, bilaterally and multilaterally in order to overcome all kinds of obstacles to trade, they 
reaffirm their intention to make further efforts aimed at reducing or progressively eliminating all kinds of 
obstacles to the development of trade.

Taking account of the activities of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) already 
carried out in the field of all kinds of obstacles to trade, they recommend that further work on this subject be 
directed in particular towards identifying these obstacles and examining them with a view to finding means 
for their reduction or progressive elimination, in order to contribute to harmonious development of their 
economic relations.

On the basis of the provisions of the Final Act concerning business contacts and facilities the participating 
States declare their intention to make efforts to enable business negotiations and activities to be carried out 
more efficiently and expeditiously and further to create conditions facilitating closer contacts between 
representatives and experts of seller firms on the one hand and buyer as well as user firms on the other at all 
stages of transaction. They will also further other forms of operational contacts between sellers and users 
such as the holding of technical symposia and demonstrations and after-sales training or requalification 
courses for technical staff of user firms and organizations.

They also agree to take measures further to develop and improve facilities and working conditions for 
representatives of foreign firms and organizations on their territory, including telecommunications facilities 
for representatives of such firms and organizations, as well as to develop these and other amenities for 
temporarily resident staff including particularly site personnel. They will endeavour further to take measures 
to speed up as far as possible procedures for the registration of foreign firms' representations and offices as 
well as for granting entry visas to business representatives.

The participating States declare their intention to ensure the regular publication and dissemination, as 
rapidly as possible, of economic and commercial information compiled in such a way as to facilitate the 
appreciation of market opportunities and thus to contribute effectively to the process of developing 
international trade and industrial cooperation.

To this end and in order to make further progress in achieving the aims laid down in the relevant provisions 
of the Final Act they intend to intensify their efforts to improve the comparability, comprehensiveness and 
clarity of their economic and commercial statistics, in particular by adopting where necessary the following 
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measures: by accompanying their economic and trade statistics by adequately defined summary indices 
based wherever possible on constant values; by publishing their interim statistics whenever technically 
possible at least on a quarterly basis; by publishing their statistical compilations in sufficient detail to 
achieve the aims referred to above, in particular by using for their foreign trade statistics a product 
breakdown permitting the identification of particular products for purposes of market analysis; by striving to 
have their economic and trade statistics no less comprehensive than those previously published by the State 
concerned.

They further express their willingness to co-operate towards the early completion of work in the appropriate 
United Nations bodies on the harmonization and alignment of statistical nomenclatures.

The participating States further recognize the usefulness of making economic and commercial information 
existing in other participating States readily available to enterprises and firms in their countries through 
appropriate channels.

The participating States, conscious of the need further to improve the conditions conducive to a more 
efficient functioning of institutions and firms acting in the field of marketing, will promote a more active 
exchange of knowledge and techniques required for effective marketing, and will encourage more intensive 
relations among such institutions and firms. They agree to make full use of the possibilities offered by the 
ECE to further their co- operation in this field.

The participating States note the increasing frequency in their economic relations of compensation 
transactions in all their forms. They recognize that a useful role can be played by such transactions, 
concluded on a mutually acceptable basis. At the same time they recognize that problems can be created by 
the linkage in such transactions between purchases and sales.

Taking account of the studies of the ECE already carried out in this field, they recommend that further work 
on this subject be directed in particular towards identifying such problems and examining ways of solving 
them in order to contribute to a harmonious development of their economic relations.

The participating States recognize that the expansion of industrial co-operation, on the basis of their mutual 
interest and motivated by economic considerations, can contribute to the further development and 
diversification of their economic relations and to a wider utilization of modern technology.

They note the useful role bilateral agreements on economic, industrial and technical co-operation, including 
where appropriate, those of a long-term nature can play. They also express their willingness to promote 
favourable conditions for the development of industrial co-operation among competent organizations, 
enterprises and firms. To this end and with a view to facilitating the identification of new possibilities for 
industrial co-operation projects they recognize the desirability of further developing and improving the 
conditions for business activities and the exchange of economic and commercial information among 
competent organizations, enterprises and firms including small and medium-sized enterprises.

They also note that, if it is in the mutual interest of potential partners, new forms of industrial co-operation 
can be envisaged, including those with organizations, institutions and firms of third countries.

They recommend that the ECE pursue and continue to pay particular attention to its activities in the field of 
industrial co-operation, inter alia by further directing its efforts towards examining ways of promoting 
favourable conditions for the development of co- operation in this field, including the organization of 
symposia and seminars.

The participating States declare their readiness to continue their efforts aiming at a wider participation by 
small and medium-size enterprises in trade and industrial co-operation. Aware of the problems particularly 
affecting such enterprises, the participating States will endeavour further to improve the conditions dealt 
with in the preceding paragraphs in order to facilitate the operations of these enterprises in the above-
mentioned fields. The participating States further recommend that the ECE develop its special studies 
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pertaining to these problems.

The participating States recognize the increasing importance of co-operation in the field of energy, inter alia 
that of a long-term nature, on both a bilateral and multilateral basis. Welcoming the results so far achieved 
through such endeavours and in particular the work carried out by the ECE they express their support for 
continuing the co-operation pursued by the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Energy aiming at the 
fulfilment of all parts of their mandate.

The participating States reaffirm their interest in reducing and preventing technical barriers to trade and 
welcome the increased co-operation in this field, inter alia the work of the Government Officials 
Responsible for Standardization Policies in the ECE. They will encourage the conclusion of international 
certification arrangements covering where appropriate the mutual acceptance of certification systems 
providing mutually satisfactory guarantees.

The participating States recommend that appropriate action be taken in order to facilitate the use and enlarge 
the scope of arbitration as an instrument for settling disputes in international trade and industrial co-
operation. They recommend in particular the application of the provesions of the United Nations Convention 
on Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards of 1958 as well as a wider recourse to the 
arbitration rules elaborated by the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law. They also 
advocate that parties should, on the basis of the provisions of the Final Act, be allowed freedom in the 
choice of arbitrators and the place of arbitration, including the choice of arbitrators and the place of 
arbitration in a third country.

The participating States recognize the important role of scientific and technical progress in the economic and 
social development of all countries in particular those which are developing from an economic point of 
view. Taking into account the objectives which countries or institutions concerned pursue in their bilateral 
and multilateral relations they underline the importance of further developing, on the basis of reciprocal 
advantage and on the basis of mutual agreement and other arrangements, the forms and methods of co- 
operation in the field of science and technology provided for in the Final Act, for instance international 
programmes and co-operative projects, while utilizing also various forms of contacts, including direct and 
individual contacts among scientists and specialists as well as contacts and communications among 
interested organizations, scientific and technological institutions and enterprises.

In this context they recognize the value of an improved exchange and dissemination of information 
concerning scientific and technical developments as a means of facilitating, on the basis of mutual 
advantage, the study and the transfer of, as well as access to scientific and technical achievements in fields 
of co-operation agreed between interested parties.

The participating States recommend that in the field of science and technology the ECE should give due 
attention, through appropriate ways and means, to the elaboration of studies and practical projects for the 
development of co-operation among member countries.

Furthermore, the participating States, aware of the relevant part of the Report of the "Scientific Forum", 
agree to encourage the development of scientific co-operation in the field of agriculture at bilateral, 
multilateral and sub-regional levels, with the aim, inter alia, of improving livestock and plant breeding and 
ensuring optimum use and conservation of water resources. To this end, they will promote further co-
operation among research institutions and centres in their countries, through the exchange of information, 
the joint implementation of research programmes, the organization of meetings among scientists and 
specialists, and other methods.

The participating States invite the ECE and other competent international organizations to support the 
implementation of these activities and to examine the possibilities of providing a wider exchange of 
scientific and technological information in the field of agriculture.

The participating States welcome with satisfaction the important steps taken to strengthen co-operation 
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within the framework of the ECE in the field of the environment, including the High-Level Meeting on the 
Protection of the Environment (13-16 November 1979). Taking due account of work undertaken or 
envisaged in other competent international organizations, they recommend the continuation of efforts in this 
field, including, inter alia.

- giving priority to the effective implementation of the provisions of the Resolution on Long-Range 
Transboundary Air Pollution adopted at the High-Level Meeting,

- the early ratification of the Convention on Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution signed at the High-
Level Meeting,

- implementation of the Recommendations contained in the Declaration on Low and Non-Waste Technology 
and Reutilization and Recycling of Wastes,

- implementation of Decision B and C of the thirty-fifth session of the ECE concerning the Declaration of 
Policy on Prevention and Control of Water Pollution, including transboundary pollution,

- support in carrying out the programme of work of the ECE concerning the protection of the environment, 
including, inter alia, the work under way in the field of the protection of flora and fauna.

In the context of the provisions of the Final Act concerning migrant labour in Europe, the participating 
States note that recent developments in the world economy have affected the situation of migrant workers. 
In this connection, the participating States express their wish that host countries and countries of origin, 
guided by a spirit of mutual interest and co- operation, intensify their contacts with a view to improving 
further the general situation of migrant workers and their families, inter alia the protection of their human 
rights including their economic, social and cultural rights while taking particularly into account the special 
problems of second generation migrants. They will also endeavour to provide or promote, where reasonable 
demand exists, adequate teaching of the language and culture of the countries of origin.

The participating States recommend that, among other measures for facilitating the social and economic 
reintegration of returning migrant labour, the payment of pensions as acquired or established under the 
social security system to which such workers have been admitted in the host country should be ensured by 
appropriate legislative means or reciprocal agreements.

The participating States further recognize the importance for their economic development of promoting the 
exchange of information and experience on training for management staff. To this end they recommend the 
organization, in an appropriate existing framework and with the help of interested organizations such as, for 
example, the ECE and the international Labour Organisation, of a symposium of persons responsible for 
services and institutions specializing in management training for administrations and enterprises with a view 
to exchanging information on training problems and methods, comparing experiences and encouraging the 
development of relations among the centres concerned.

The participating States welcome the valuable contribution made by the ECE to the multilateral 
implementation of the provisions of the Final Act pertaining to co-operation in the fields of economics, of 
science and technology and of the environment. Aware of the potential of the ECE for intensifying co-
operation in these fields, they recommend the fullest use of the existing mechanisms and resources in order 
to continue and consolidate the implementation of the relevant provisions of the Final Act in the interest of 
its member countries, including those within the ECE region which are developing from an economic point 
of view.

The participating States, bearing in mind their will expressed in the provisions of the Final Act, reiterate the 
determination of each of them to promote stable and equitable international economic relations in the mutual 
interest of all States and, in this spirit, to participate equitably in promoting and strengthening economic co-
operation with the developing countries, in particular the least developed among them. They also note the 
usefulness, inter alia, of identifying and executing, in co-operation with developing countries, concrete 
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projects, with a view to contributing to economic development in these countries.

They also declare their readiness to contribute to common efforts towards the establishment of a new 
international economic order and the implementation of the Strategy for the Third United Nations 
Development Decade, as adopted. They recognize the importance of the launching of mutually beneficial 
and adequately prepared global negotiations relating to international economic co-operation for 
development.

Questions relating to security and co-operation in the Mediterranean

The participating States, bearing in mind that security in Europe, considered in the broader context of world 
security, is closely linked to security in the Mediterranean area as a whole, reaffirm their intention to 
contribute to peace, security and justice in the Mediterranean region.

They further express their will

- to take positive steps towards lessening tensions and strengthening stability, security and peace in the 
Mediterranean and, to this end, to intensify efforts towards finding just, viable and lasting solutions, through 
peaceful means, to outstanding crucial problems, without resort to force or other means incompatible with 
the Principles of the Final Act, so as to promote confidence and security and make peace prevail in the 
region;

- to take measures designed to increase confidence and security;

- to develop good neighbourly relations with all States in the region, with due regard to reciprocity, and in 
the spirit of the principles contained in the Declaration on Principles Guiding Relations between 
Participating States of the Final Act;

- to study further the possibility of ad hoc meetings of Mediterranean States aimed at strengthening security 
and intensifying co-operation in the Mediterranean.

In addition the participating States will, within the framework of the implementation of the Valletta report, 
consider the possibilities offered by new transport infrastructure developments to facilitate new commercial 
and industrial exchanges, as well as by the improvement of existing transport networks, and by a wider co-
ordination of transport investments between interested parties. In this context they recommend that a study 
be undertaken, within the framework of the ECE, in order to establish the current and potential transport 
flows in the Mediterranean involving the participating States and other States of this region taking account 
of the current work in this field. They will further consider the question of introducing or extending, in 
accordance with the existing IMO regulations, the use of suitable techniques for aids to maritime navigation, 
principally in straits.

They further note with satisfaction the results of the Meeting of Experts held in Valletta on the subject of 
economic, scientific and cultural co-operation within the framework of the Mediterranean Chapter of the 
Final Act. They reaffirm the conclusions and recommendations of the report of this Meeting and agree that 
they will be guided accordingly. They also take note of efforts under way aiming at implementing them as 
appropriate. To this end, the participating States agree to convene from 16 to 26 October 1984 a seminar to 
be held at Venice at the invitation of the Government of Italy, to review the initiatives already undertaken, or 
envisaged, in all the sectors outlined in the report of the Valletta Meeting and stimulate, where necessary, 
broader developments in these sectors.

Representatives of the competent international Organizations and representatives of the non-participating 
Mediterranean States will be invited to this Seminar in accordance with the rules and practices adopted at 
the Valletta Meeting(2).

Co-operation in humanitarian and other fields
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The participating States,

Recalling the introductory sections of the Chapter on Cooperation in Humanitarian and other Fields of the 
Final Act including those concerning the development of mutual understanding between them and detente 
and those concerning progress in cultural and educational exchanges, broader dissemination of information, 
contacts between people and the solution of humanitarian problems,

Resolving to pursue and expand co-operation in these fields and to achieve a fuller utilization of the 
possibilities offered by the Final Act,

Agree now to implement the following:

Human Contacts

The participating States will favourably deal with applications relating to contacts and regular meetings on 
the basis of family ties, reunification of families and marriage between citizens of different States and will 
decide upon them in the same spirit.

They will decide upon these applications in emergency cases for family meetings as expeditiously as 
possible, for family reunification and for marriage between citizens of different States in normal practice 
within six months and for other family meetings within gradually decreasing time limits.

They confirm that the presentation or renewal of applications in these cases will not modify the rights and 
obligations of the applicants or of members of their families concerning inter alia employment, housing, 
residence status, family support, access to social, economic or educational benefits, as well as any other 
rights and obligations flowing from the laws and regulations of the respective participating State.

The participating States will provide the necessary information on the procedures to be followed by the 
applicants in these cases and on the regulations to be observed, as well as, upon the applicant's request, 
provide the relevant forms.

They will, where necessary, gradually reduce fees charged in connection with these applications, including 
those for visas and passports, in order to bring them to a moderate level in relation to the average monthly 
income in the respective participating State.

Applicants will be informed as expeditiously as possible of the decision that has been reached. In case of 
refusal applicants will also be informed of their right to renew applications after reasonably short intervals.

The participating States reaffirm their commitment fully to implement the provisions regarding diplomatic 
and other official missions and consular posts of other participating States contained in relevant multilateral 
or bilateral conventions, and to facilitate the normal functioning of those missions. Access by visitors to 
these missions will be assured with due regard to the necessary requirements of security of these missions.

They also reaffirm their willingness to take, within their competence, reasonable steps, including necessary 
security measures, when appropriate, to ensure satisfactory conditions for activities within the framework of 
mutual co-operation on their territory, such as sporting and cultural events, in which citizens of other 
participating States take part.

The participating States will endeavour, where appropriate, to improve the conditions relating to legal, 
consular and medical assistance for citizens of other participating States temporarily on their territory for 
personal or professional reasons, taking due account of relevant multilateral or bilateral conventions or 
agreements.

They will further implement the relevant provisions of the Final Act, so that religious faiths, institutions, 
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organizations and their representatives can, in the field of their activity, develop contacts and meetings 
among themselves and exchange information.

The participating States will encourage contacts and exchanges among young people and foster the 
broadening of co-operation among their youth organizations. They will favour the holding among young 
people and youth organizations of educational, cultural and other comparable events and activities. They 
will also favour the study of problems relating to the younger generation. The participating States will 
further the development of individual or collective youth tourism, when necessary on the basis of 
arrangements, inter alia by encouraging the granting of suitable facilities by the transport authorities and 
tourist organizations of the participating States or such facilities as those offered by the railway authorities 
participating in the "Inter-Rail" system.

Information

The participating States will further encourage the freer and wider dissemination of printed matter, 
periodical and non-periodical, imported from other participating States, as well as an increase in the number 
of places where these publications are on public sale. These publications win also be accessible in reading 
rooms in large public libraries and similar institutions.

In particular, to facilitate the improvement of dissemination of printed information, the participating States 
will encourage contacts and negotiations between their competent firms and organizations with a view to 
concluding long-term agreements and contracts designed to increase the quantities and number of titles of 
newspapers and other publications imported from other participating States. They consider it desirable that 
the retail prices of foreign publications are not excessive in relation to prices in their country of origin. They 
confirm their intention, according to the relevant provisions of the Final Act, to further extend the 
possibilities for the public to take out subscriptions.

They will favour the further expansion of co-operation among mass media and their representatives, 
especially between the editorial staffs of press agencies, newspapers, radio and television organizations as 
well as film companies. They will encourage a more regular exchange of news, articles, supplements and 
broadcasts as well as the exchange of editorial staff for better knowledge of respective practices. On the 
basis of reciprocity, they will improve the material and technical facilities provided for permanently or 
temporarily accredited television and radio reporters. Moreover, they will facilitate direct contacts among 
journalists as well as contacts within the framework of professional organizations.

They will decide without undue delay upon visa applications from journalists and re- examine within a 
reasonable time frame applications which have been refused. Moreover, journalists wishing to travel for 
personal reasons and not for the purpose of reporting shall enjoy the same treatment as other visitors from 
their country of origin.

They will grant permanent correspondents and members of their families living with them multiple entry 
and exit visas valid for one year.

The participating States will examine the possibility of granting, where necessary on the basis of bilateral 
arrangements, accreditation and related facilities to journalists from other participating States who are 
permanently accredited in third countries.

They will facilitate travel by journalists from other participating States within their territories, inter alia by 
taking concrete measures where necessary, to afford them opportunities to travel more extensively, with the 
exception of areas closed for security reasons. They will inform journalists in advance, whenever possible, if 
new areas are closed for security reasons.

They will further increase the possibilities and, when necessary, improve the conditions for journalists from 
other participating States to establish and maintain personal contacts and communication with their sources.
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They will, as a rule, authorize radio and television journalists, at their request, to be accompanied by their 
own sound and film technicians and to use their own equipment.

Similarly, journalists may carry with them reference material, including personal notes and files, to be used 
strictly for their professional purposes(3).

The participating States will, where necessary, facilitate the establishment and operation, in their capitals, of 
press centres or institutions performing the same functions, open to the national and foreign press with 
suitable working facilities for the latter.

They will also consider further ways and means to assist journalists from other participating States and thus 
to enable them to resolve practical problems they may encounter.

Co-operation and Exchanges in the Field of Culture

They will endeavour, by taking appropriate steps, to make the relevant information concerning possibilities 
offered by bilateral cultural agreements and programmes available to interested persons, institutions and 
non-governmental organizations, thus facilitating their effective implementation.

The participating States will further encourage wider dissemination of and access to books, films and other 
forms and means of cultural expression from other participating States, to this end improving by appropriate 
means, on bilateral and multilateral bases, the conditions for international commercial and non-commercial 
exchange of their cultural goods, inter alia by gradually lowering customs duties on these items.

The participating States will endeavour to encourage the translation, publication and dissemination of works 
in the sphere of literature and other fields of cultural activity from other participating States, especially those 
produced in less widely spoken languages, by facilitating co-operation between publishing houses, in 
particular through the exchange of lists of books which might be translated as well as of other relevant 
information.

They will contribute to the development of contacts, co-operation and joint projects among the participating 
States regarding the protection, preservation and recording of historical heritage and monuments and the 
relationship between man, environment and this heritage; they express their interest in the possibility of 
convening an inter-governmental conference on these matters within the framework of UNESCO.

The participating States will encourage their radio and television organizations to continue developing the 
presentation of the cultural and artistic achievements of other participating States on the basis of bilateral 
and multilateral arrangements between these organizations, providing inter alia for exchanges of 
information on productions, for the broadcasting of shows and programmes from other participating States, 
for co-productions, for the invitation of guest conductors and directors, as well as for the provision of mutual 
assistance to cultural film teams.

At the invitation of the Government of Hungary a "Cultural Forum" will take place in Budapest, 
commencing on 15 October 1985. It will be attended by leading personalities in the field of culture from the 
participating States. The "Forum" will discuss interrelated problems concerning creation, dissemination and 
co-operation, including the promotion and expansion of contacts and exchanges in the different fields of 
culture. A representative of UNESCO will be invited to present to the "Forum" the views of that 
organization. The "'Forum" will be prepared by a meeting of experts, the duration of which will not exceed 
two weeks and which will be held upon the invitation of the Government of Hungary in Budapest, 
commencing 21 November 1984.

Co-operation and Exchanges in the Field of Education

The participating States will promote the establishment of governmental and non- governmental 
arrangements and agreements in education and science, to be carried out with the participation of 
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educational or other competent institutions.

The participating States will contribute to the further improvement of exchanges of students, teachers and 
scholars and their access to each other's educational, cultural and scientific institutions, and also their access 
to open information material in accordance with the laws and regulations prevailing in each country. In this 
context, they will facilitate travel by scholars, teachers and students within the receiving State, the 
establishment by them of contacts with their colleagues, and will also encourage libraries, higher education 
establishments and similar institutions in their territories to make catalogues and lists of open archival 
material available to scholars, teachers and students from other participating States.

They will encourage a more regular exchange of information about scientific training programmes, courses 
and seminars for young scientists and facilitate a wider participation in these activities of young scientists 
from different participating States. They will call upon the appropriate national and international 
organizations and institutions to give support, where appropriate, to the realization of these training 
activities.

The representatives of the participating States noted the usefulness of the work done during the "Scientific 
Forum" held in Hamburg, Federal Republic of Germany, from 18 February to 3 March 1980. Taking into 
account the results of the "Scientific Forum", the participating States invited international organizations as 
well as the scientific organizations and scientists of the participating States to give due consideration to its 
conclusions and recommendations.

The participating States will favour widening the possibilities of teaching and studying less widely spread or 
studied European languages. They will, to this end, stimulate, within their competence, the organization of 
and attendance at summer university and other courses, the granting of scholarships for translators and the 
reinforcement of linguistic faculties including, in case of need, the provision of new facilities for studying 
these languages.

The participating States express their readiness to intensify the exchange, among them and within competent 
international organizations, of teaching materials, school textbooks, maps, bibliographies and other 
educational material, in order to promote better mutual knowledge and facilitate a fuller presentation of their 
respective countries.

Follow-up to the Conference

In conformity with the relevant provisions of the Final Act and with their resolve and commitment to 
continue the multilateral process initiated by the CSCE, the participating States will hold further meetings 
regularly among their representatives.

The third of these meetings will be held in Vienna commencing on 4 November 1986.

The agenda, working programme and modalities of the main Madrid Meeting will be applied mutatis  
mutandis to the main Vienna Meeting, unless other decisions on these questions are taken by the preparatory 
meeting mentioned below.

For the purpose of making the adjustments to the agenda, working programme and modalities of the main 
Madrid Meeting, a preparatory meeting will be held in Vienna commencing on 23 September 1986. It is 
understood that in this context adjustments concern those items requiring change as a result of the change in 
date and place, the drawing of lots, and the mention of the other meetings held in conformity with the 
decisions of the Madrid Meeting 1980. The duration of the preparatory meeting shall not exceed two weeks.

The participating States further decide that in 1985, the tenth Anniversary of the signature of the Final Act 
of the CSCE will be duly commemorated in Helsinki.

The duration of the meetings mentioned in this document, unless otherwise agreed, should not exceed six 
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weeks. The results of these meetings will be taken into account, as appropriate, at the Vienna Follow-up 
Meeting.

All the above-mentioned meetings will be held in conformity with Paragraph 4 of the chapter on "Follow-up 
to the Conference" of the Final Act,

The Government of Spain is requested to transmit the present document to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, to the Director-General of UNESCO and to the Executive Secretary of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe. The Government of Spain is also requested to transmit the present 
document to the Governments of the non-participating Mediterranean States.

The text of this document will be published in each participating State, which will disseminate it and make it 
known as widely as possible.

The representatives of the participating States express their profound gratitude to the people and 
Government of Spain for the excellent organization of the Madrid Meeting and warm hospitality extended to 
the delegations which participated in the Meeting. 

Madrid, 6 September 1983

Annex I — Chairman's statement
Venice Seminar on economic, scientific and cultural co- operation in the Mediterranean within the 
framework of the results of the Valletta meeting of experts

The Seminar will open on Tuesday, 16 October 1984 at 10 a.m. in Venice, Italy. It will close on Friday, 26 
October 1984.

The work of the Seminar, guided by a Co-ordinating Committee composed of the delegations of the 
participating States, will be divided among three Study Groups devoted to Economics, Science and Culture 
respectively.

The first three days of the Seminar will be devoted to six sessions of the Committee.

The first session of the Committee will be public and will be devoted to the opening of the Seminar, to be 
followed by an address by a representative of the host country.

The second session of the Committee will decide whether to hold further sessions of the participating States 
to guide the work of the Study Groups and to take any other decisions necessary for the Seminar.

The following four sessions of the Committee will be public and will be devoted to introductory statements 
by the representatives of the participating States which so desire (in an order selected by lot in advance) and 
to introductory statements by the representatives of the non-participating Mediterranean States and the 
international organizations invited. The statements should not exceed 10 minutes per delegation.

Beginning on the fourth day and for the following three and a half working days, simultaneous meetings of 
the three Study Groups will be held.

The last one and a half days will be devoted to three sessions of the Committee. Two sessions will decide 
upon the most appropriate use for the documentation presented in the course of the work concerning the 
specific sectors indicated in the Valletta Report, such as publication of the introductory statements and 
distribution of the studies to the relevant international organizations, and will take any other necessary 
decisions.

The final session of the Committee will be public and will be devoted to the official closing of the Seminar 
with an address by a representative of the host country.
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The Chair at the opening and closing sessions of both the Committee and the Study Groups will be taken by 
a representative from the delegation of the host country. Selection of the successive chairmen by lot will 
then ensure daily rotation of the Chair, in French alphabetical order, among the representatives of the 
participating States.

Participation in the work of the Seminar by the non-participating Mediterranean States (Algeria, Egypt, 
Israel, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Syria and Tunisia) and the international organizations (UNESCO, ECE, 
UNEP, WHO, ITU) invited will follow the rules and practices adopted at Valletta. This means, inter alia, 
that they will take part in the work of the three Study Groups and of the four sessions of the Committee on 
the second and third day as well as its opening and closing sessions.

Contributions, on the subjects for consideration in one or more of the working languages of the CSCE, may 
be sent through the proper channels - preferably not later than three months before the opening of the 
Seminar to the Executive Secretary, who will circulate them to the other participating States, and to the non-
participating Mediterranean States and to the international organizations which have notified their intention 
of taking part.

The Italian Government will designate the Executive Secretary of the Seminar. This designation should be 
agreed to by the participating States. The services of a technical secretariat will be provided by the host 
country.

Other rules of procedure, working methods and the scale of distribution for the expenses of the CSCE will, 
mutatis mutandis, be applied to the Seminar.

The arrangements outlined above will not constitute a precedent for any other CSCE forum.

Madrid, 6 September 1983

Annex II — Chairman's statement
Bern meeting of experts on human contacts

The Chairman notes the absence of objection to the declaration made by the representative of Switzerland on 
15 July 1983 extending an invitation by the Swiss Government to hold a meeting of experts on human 
contacts. Consequently, the Chairman notes that there is agreement to convene such a meeting to discuss the 
development of contacts among persons, institutions and organizations, with due account for the 
introductory part of the Chapter of the Final Act entitled Co-operation in Humanitarian and Other 
Fieldsand for the introductory part of section one (Human Contacts) of that Chapter, which reads inter alia 
as follows:

"The participating States,

Considering the development of contacts to be an important element in the strengthening of friendly 
relations and trust among peoples.

Affirming, in relation to their present effort to improve conditions in this area, the importance they attach to 
humanitarian considerations,

Desiring in this spirit to develop, with the continuance of detente, further efforts to achieve continuing 
progress in this field; ..............."

The meeting will be convened in Bern, on 15 April 1986. Its duration will not exceed six weeks. The 
meeting will be preceded by preparatory consultations, which will be held in Bern commencing on 2 April 
1986. The results of the meeting will be taken into account, as appropriate, at the Vienna Follow-up 
Meeting.
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The Swiss Government will designate the Executive Secretary of the meeting. This designation should be 
agreed to by the participating States. The services of a technical secretariat will be provided by the host 
country.

Other rules of procedure, working methods and the scale of distribution for the expenses of the CSCE will 
be applied mutatis mutandis to the Bern meeting.

The Chairman notes further that this statement will be an annex to the concluding document of the Madrid 
Meeting and will be published with it.

Madrid, 6 September 1983

(1)In this context, the notion of adjoining sea area is understood to refer also to ocean areas adjoining Europe.
 (2)The organization of the Venice Seminar is set forth in the Chairman's statement of 6 September 1983 (see Annex 1).
 (3)In this context it is understood that import of printed matter may be subject to local regulations which will be applied with due 
regard to the journalists' need for adequate working material. 
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