
1/2

Interview with Jacques F. Poos: Benelux and cooperation in foreign policy
matters (Sanem, 16 April 2004)
 

Source: Interview de Jacques F. Poos / JACQUES F. POOS, Étienne Deschamps, prise de vue : Alexandre
Germain.- Sanem: CVCE [Prod.], 16.04.2004. CVCE, Sanem (Luxembourg). - VIDEO (00:07:27, Couleur, Son
original).

Copyright: (c) Translation CVCE.EU by UNI.LU
All rights of reproduction, of public communication, of adaptation, of distribution or of dissemination via
Internet, internal network or any other means are strictly reserved in all countries.
Consult the legal notice and the terms and conditions of use regarding this site.

URL:
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/interview_with_jacques_f_poos_benelux_and_cooperation_i
n_foreign_policy_matters_sanem_16_april_2004-en-7b319c88-a8e0-485d-bb63-
4af9e46cfc5b.html

Last updated: 05/07/2016

http://www.cvce.eu/obj/interview_with_jacques_f_poos_benelux_and_cooperation_in_foreign_policy_matters_sanem_16_april_2004-en-7b319c88-a8e0-485d-bb63-4af9e46cfc5b.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/interview_with_jacques_f_poos_benelux_and_cooperation_in_foreign_policy_matters_sanem_16_april_2004-en-7b319c88-a8e0-485d-bb63-4af9e46cfc5b.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/interview_with_jacques_f_poos_benelux_and_cooperation_in_foreign_policy_matters_sanem_16_april_2004-en-7b319c88-a8e0-485d-bb63-4af9e46cfc5b.html


2/2

Interview with Jacques F. Poos: Benelux and cooperation in foreign policy matters 
(Sanem, 16 April 2004)

[Étienne Deschamps] To go back to the subject of European political cooperation in its first stages and in its 
infancy, can you recall a Benelux system at that time which worked, or which, on the contrary, did not? 
Were there really at the time benefits to be had from cooperation among the ministries of the three Benelux 
countries in policy-making, and afterwards in decision-making, on international issues within the European 
club?

[Jacques F. Poos] Yes, yes. There was an informal agreement process, even over the telephone, between 
political directors and ministers, who would decide on a position before tackling meetings among the 
Twelve or the Fifteen or the Ten of the time. But it was not systematic. It was used for important issues. 

[Étienne Deschamps] Were there no personal relationships facilitating the process?

[Jacques F. Poos] There are always personal contacts between ministers. There are more with some than 
with others, of course, because the chemistry between them sometimes works and sometimes does not. But 
among Benelux ministers, whatever their complexion, it has always worked successfully. 

[Étienne Deschamps] Do you think that it still works as well today or that it will continue to do so in the 
future?

[Jacques F. Poos] You should not ask me that question. I am no longer there.  


