Statement by the Norwegian delegation on the agricultural problem
(Luxembourg, 21 June 1971)

Caption: On 21 June 1971, as negotiations are held for Norway’s accession to the European Common Market,
the Norwegian delegation calls for the adoption of special arrangements to solve the problems facing the
country’s agriculture.
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Lusiemboure 21 Jdune 197.L.

Shoberant on solutiong to the agricultural problums in forwes
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At the lagt Ilinisteriel meeting between Hoerway and

the Communlty in Brussels oa %0

that a sstisizctory solutica to the pronlcma in agriculiuvrs
and Tisheyries is a prevequisite for Norway's membership in ar
entarged Comwunity. Today I have the honocur of presenting a
Memoranavs ceavaining propesals for zolutiong to the
Rorwegian agrieculitural problem,

Norwegian ngrlculture will constitute a very small
part of ageiculture in an enlovged Community. It will only
represent about cne aJluper cent of the totel ugfloultu' ;

production in such an enlarged Community. orway Jnmport

very cons iderable auantities of esgricultural. proeducts and
Horwegian demestic producticn; which to a large extent is
based on imported coucentrates, covers somewhat less than

40 % of the cagloriec reguirvements of the Forwegisn population.
The entire comsumption of sugar, bread;_grain, citrus fruitvs,
wine and tobascco is covered by imports. Our request for
special errengemenls covers only a'limited renge of producis.
Cur problem should therefore be of emall importance for

an enlexrged Commmunity. For Norway however, a solution to th:
guestion is a matter of vital importance,

To a greater degree th&n is the case in agriculture
within vhe Community, 30rwep1 1 agriculture is characterized
by small ferm units. There has been a marked decrease in the
nunber of farms and in employment in agriculture, while, at
the same time, efficiency has been considerably improved.
The possibilities for effecting theroughgoing struectural
changes are, however, limited, owing to the topographical
conditions. In addition, sgriculture constitutes thé most
jmportant basis for scttlements and cconomic activities in
many regions with few alternative sources of employment.
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ks foicag other egriculiural products era=eon=
ReXer u\ﬂ Horway is prepared; as menbtioned helore, to apply
the common ag;fr cultural poliecy withcut reservetiouns,

In view-of the long distances involved and distn: i

Ter removed from ndr,ct centre A% will no doubt be

.

readlily vnderstood that; in add1'uon to the general
solutiions, we should have the cpportunity of continuing
to apply specinl measures for the benefit of remote and
unfavourably situated regions,
The srrangements proposed by the Norwegian

-

Governmuent for sgriculiural products imply considerabls
qusieny subsidiess Emphasis has been laid on Tinding

a solution which, takirg the special Norwegian conditionss
into esccount. neverthelcss seecks ez far as possible to

be in conformity with the common agricultural policy.

The HNorwegiean Govermment therefore assumes thaet the
solntion proposecd quallfleo for comtritutions from the
FEOGA to implement the Porwegian arrchgements,
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