
1/2

Interview with Otto von Habsburg-Lothringen: opposition to the
recognition of Yalta (Pöcking, 5 and 6 February 2004)
 

Source: Entretien avec S.A.I.R. l'Archiduc Otto de Habsbourg / OTTO DE HABSBOURG, Étienne
Deschamps, prise de vue : Julien Cuendet.- Lausanne/Sanem: Fondation Jean Monnet pour l'Europe/CVCE
[Prod.], 5-6.02.2004. CVCE, Sanem. - VIDEO (03:31, Couleur, Son original).

Copyright: (c) Translation CVCE.EU by UNI.LU
All rights of reproduction, of public communication, of adaptation, of distribution or of dissemination via
Internet, internal network or any other means are strictly reserved in all countries.
Consult the legal notice and the terms and conditions of use regarding this site.

URL:
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/interview_with_otto_von_habsburg_lothringen_opposition_
to_the_recognition_of_yalta_pocking_5_and_6_february_2004-en-42bc1b7a-2da8-
4aaa-946f-f249e8e50210.html

Last updated: 05/07/2016

http://www.cvce.eu/obj/interview_with_otto_von_habsburg_lothringen_opposition_to_the_recognition_of_yalta_pocking_5_and_6_february_2004-en-42bc1b7a-2da8-4aaa-946f-f249e8e50210.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/interview_with_otto_von_habsburg_lothringen_opposition_to_the_recognition_of_yalta_pocking_5_and_6_february_2004-en-42bc1b7a-2da8-4aaa-946f-f249e8e50210.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/interview_with_otto_von_habsburg_lothringen_opposition_to_the_recognition_of_yalta_pocking_5_and_6_february_2004-en-42bc1b7a-2da8-4aaa-946f-f249e8e50210.html


2/2

Interview with Otto von Habsburg-Lothringen: opposition to the recognition of Yalta 
(Pöcking, 5 and 6 February 2004)

[Philippe Nicolet] And Jean Monnet, did you ever meet him?

[Otto von Habsburg] Very seldom. You know, on this point — I shouldn’t care to say so too loudly — but 

the tensions between Coudenhove and Monnet were also a factor, because I was a hundred per cent on the 

side of Coudenhove. It was a fundamental question for me, at an emotional level – because we are all 

swayed by emotions – it was that decision by Christopher Soames, in the European union, to propose that 

the Yalta frontier be recognised as the frontier of Europe definitively. That was the moment when the Pan-

European Union left the European Movement. That is what it was, you know. It was one of those massive 

break-ups that today are no longer important, but which played quite an important role for a long time. I 

remember that I really had to fight against recognising Yalta as our frontier. In the European Parliament, 

when I arrived, there were very few of us who took this line. In two years we managed to make our presence 

felt, but it lasted a long time. It was a struggle that was terrible – sometimes ignominious.


