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Speech by Ernest Bevin (London, 3 April 1946)

"It is my privilege on behalf of His Majesty's Government to welcome this Conference to London. This is 
the widest European Conference since the war. It must also feel the advantage — as against other 
Conferences — that it is not concerned with politics at all; the fact that representatives of States which were 
neutral in the war or which fought on the opposite side are attending the Conference has no political 
significance. The Conference has come together to discuss a purely practical question and who is here and 
who is not here is unimportant.

As I see it the Conference has two main jobs. The first is to consider what steps the European countries can 
take to help tide over the critical period between now and the harvest. We are not here to discuss allocations 
of supplies. That is done elsewhere. We know that the allocations would not be large and we have to see 
what we can do to eke out.

If there are measures which one country has found effective, all should know them. If there are measures 
which may be unpleasant and which individual governments would feel reluctant to take by themselves we 
should consider whether they can be faced by all of us together.

The second main job is to see how the position looks for the period after the harvest, that is the crop year 
1946/47. Estimates of the world food supply position for next year differ.

We agree, however, that this harvest will not see the end of our difficulties and one reason why estimates 
differ is uncertainty about the extent to which European agriculture will have recovered at this harvest.

If this Conference does nothing else it has given us a more precise picture of what we may expect from this 
year's harvest in Europe and it will have been worth while.

Perhaps a third task should be added. That is to consider measures which may increase effectiveness of 
agricultural production in Europe beginning with the autumn of this year.

This is a large agenda to cover in a short time. I hope that the Conference will get down to brass tacks and 
stay down, and not waste its energies in airy statements.

Europe is an important part of the world food problem because of the damage of the war but it is only a part. 
If we are to avert widespread famine we have got to act in the prairies of North America, in the paddy fields 
of Burma and Siam, and in the waters of the Antarctic. This Conference leads to the Food and Agriculture 
Organization Conference in Washington in May which no doubt Governments here represented will be 
attending. This Conference will do some of the spade work for the wider Conference.

I hope it will show to the world that the countries of Europe can take the lead in solving their own problems, 
and I trust it will lay the foundation for an ultimate permanent nutrition policy which would be a blessing to 
the peoples of the world and no mean contribution to the peace of mankind."
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