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Interview with Pierre Pescatore: his appointment as Judge (Luxembourg, 12 November
2003)

[Susana Muioz] You were a Judge at the European Court of Justice from 1967 to 1985. Do you recall the
circumstances of your appointment as Judge?

[Pierre Pescatore] I was appointed in what were, actually, rather strange circumstances. You must remember
that, in 1956 and 1957, I had been involved in the negotiations for and the establishment of the European
Economic Community. At the time, the Brussels Commission had been desperate to have me and had asked
me to join the Commission’s Legal Service. I was even offered the post of Deputy Director, but I politely
declined. I had set my heart on returning to Luxembourg and continuing to work at the Foreign Ministry, i.e. in
the diplomatic service, and then pursuing my activities at the University of Liége, where I had been appointed
as a Junior Lecturer and then Professor from 1952. But, during that period, I actively followed all that was
happening in the Community. I attended seminars; I published articles and even a small book on integration
law, and then, in 1966, the post of Judge at the Court became vacant. My predecessor, Léon Hammes, who
was already a Judge at the time of the ECSC and then joined the Community Court, had been elected President
for three transitional years, and he was not seeking a further extension. So I told the then Foreign Minister,
Pierre Grégoire, that I should like to be appointed, but I discovered that [ was facing very fierce competition
from Léon Schaus, a former Minister. He had been a negotiator and Head of Delegation during the
negotiations on the Treaty of Rome and was then appointed Ambassador to Brussels. So he wanted the post at
the Court of Justice. He managed to mobilise his political party, the Christian-Social Party, to such a degree
that the party’s Executive Committee unanimously opposed me and supported Schaus. That meant that the
decision was left to Pierre Grégoire, himself a member of the Christian-Social Party. In the end, Pierre
Grégoire put my name forward, and, when I asked him why, he told me, to my amazement, that he had
selected the best man for the job. Those were the circumstances of my appointment, and, for me, clearly, that
meant a huge change in my working life and, indeed, in my whole way of life.
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