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Inauguration ceremony for the European Central Bank (Frankfurt, 30 June 1998)

The introduction of the single currency, the euro, in eleven countries of the European Union on 1 January
1999 is more than a milestone in the process of European integration which, having started soon after the
Second World War has now been continuing for almost half a century. This process is aimed at maintaining
peace and stability and fostering prosperity in Europe.
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