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Decision on the Human Dimension of the CSCE (Vienna, 19 January 1989)

Caption: In its section on the Human Dimension, the Concluding Document of the Follow-up Meeting of the
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), held in Viennafrom 4 November 1986 to 19 January 1989,
sets out a control mechanism relating to the international protection of human rights.

Sour ce: Concluding Document of the Vienna meeting 1986 of representatives of the participating States of the
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe. Vienna 1989. [ON-LINE]. [s.l.]: Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe, [04.08.2003]. Available on http://www.osce.org/docs/english/1973-
1990/follow_ups/vienn89e.pdf#Anchor-HUMA-46994.
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Decision on the Human Dimension of the CSCE (Vienna, 19 January 1989)
The participating States,

Recalling the undertakings entered into in the Final Act and in other CSCE documents concerning respect
for all human rights and fundamental freedoms, human contacts and other issues of a related humanitarian
character,

Recognizing the need to improve the implementation of their CSCE commitments and their co-operation in
these areas which are hereafter referred to as the human dimension of the CSCE,

Have, on the basis of the principles and provisions of the Final Act and of other relevant CSCE documents,
decided:

1. to exchange information and respond to requests for information and to representations made to them by
other participating States on questions relating to the human dimension of the CSCE. Such communications
may be forwarded through diplomatic channels or be addressed to any agency designated for these purposes;

2. to hold bilateral meetings with other participating States that so request, in order to examine questions
relating to the human dimension of the CSCE, including situations and specific cases, with a view to
resolving them. The date and place of such meetings will be arranged by mutual agreement through
diplomatic channels;

3. that any participating State which deems it necessary may bring situations and cases in the human
dimension of the CSCE, including those which have been raised it the bilateral meetings described in
paragraph 2, to the attention of other participating States through diplomatic channels;

4. that any participating State which deems it necessary may provide information on the exchanges of
information and the responses to its requests for information and to representations (paragraph 1) and on the
results of the bilateral meetings (paragraph 2), including information concerning situations and specific
cases, at the meetings of the Conference on the Human Dimension as well as at the main CSCE Follow-up
Meeting.

The participating States decide further to convene a Conference on the Human Dimension of the CSCE in
order to achieve further progress concerning respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms, human
contacts and other issues of a related humanitarian character. The Conference will hold three meetings
before the next CSCE Follow-up Meeting.

The Conference will:

- review developments in the human dimension of the CSCE including the implementation of the relevant
CSCE commitments;

- evaluate the functioning of the procedures described in paragraphs 1 to 4 and discuss the information
provided according to paragraph 4,

- consider practical proposals for new measures aimed at improving the implementation of the commitments
relating to the human dimension of the CSCE and enhancing the effectiveness of the procedures described in
paragraphs 1 to 4.

On the basis of these proposals, the Conference will consider adopting new measures.
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The first Meeting of the Conference will be held in Paris from 30 May to 23 June 1989.

The second Meeting of the Conference will be held in Copenhagen from 5 to 29 June 1990.

The third Meeting of the Conference will be held in Moscow from 10 September to 4 October 1991.
The agenda, timetable and other organizational modalities are set out in Annex X.

The next main CSCE Follow-up Meeting, to be held in Helsinki, commencing on 24 March 1992, will
assess the functioning of the procedures set out in paragraphs 1 to 4 above and the progress made at the

Meetings of the Conference on the Human Dimension of the CSCE. It will consider ways of further
strengthening and improving these procedures and will take appropriate decisions.
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