
1/8

Address given by Richard Nixon (7 November 1973)
 

Caption: On 7 November 1973, with the US in the throes of the oil crisis, the US President, Richard Nixon,
outlines the measures envisaged by his government with a view to guaranteeing that the US will never again
have to rely on imports for its oil supplies.

Source: Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents. Presidential Documents, Richard Nixon, 1973. Dir.
of publ. Office of the Federal Register. 12 November 1973, No 45, Volume 9, pages 1309-1328. Washington:
US Government Printing Office. "The Energy Emergency", p. 1312-1318.

Copyright: United States of America Government Printing Office

Note: This document has undergone optical character recognition (OCR), so that full text search and
copy/paste operations can be carried out. However, the result of the OCR process may vary depending on the
quality of the original document.

URL: http://www.cvce.eu/obj/address_given_by_richard_nixon_7_november_1973-
en-1158015d-8cf9-4fae-8128-0f1ee8a8d292.html

Last updated: 10/04/2017

http://www.cvce.eu/obj/address_given_by_richard_nixon_7_november_1973-en-1158015d-8cf9-4fae-8128-0f1ee8a8d292.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/address_given_by_richard_nixon_7_november_1973-en-1158015d-8cf9-4fae-8128-0f1ee8a8d292.html


2/8

. /_,/ 

,. / 
1312 _,,. PIISIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS, IICKAID NIXON, 1973 / 

plans or revisions thereto to the Congress with appropriate War Powers Res9lution 
recommendations; and ( 2) section 301 ( b) of the same 

act (42 U.S.C. 1962c(b) ) with respect to approving t Following Action b)' the 

rules, procedures, arrangements, and ·provisions relating Congress Ov ing the President's Veto. 

to coordination of Federal planning assistance programs Nov,..7, 1973 

and utilization of_ Federal agencies administering related 'I_Jte'President is extremely disappointed with the Hom 

programs. , yo!e to override his veto of House Joint Resolution 54~ 
SEC. 2. The Chairman of the Water Resources Coun- ,,/ He feels the _action seriously undermines this Nation 

cil is designated and empowered to exercise, without \b{ ability to act decisively and convincingly in times of inte1 

approval, _ratification, or other action of the P,:sident, national crisis. · 

the approval function for standards and pfocedures The corifidence of our allies in our ability to as&st thei 

vested in the President by section 103 0( ,,the Water will be dim~hed by the House's action. Our potentii 

Resources Planning Act as ameqal[ ( 42 U.S.C. adversaries may be encouraged to engage in future ac1 

1962a-2). : / ' / of international mischief because of this blow to ou 

, RICHARD NrxoN deterrent posture. 
NOTE: On November 7, 1973, the House of Representatives and tl 

The White House, · Senate voted to override the President's veto of the War Powers Res, 

November 7, 1973,~ lution. The bill (H.J. Res. 542) became Public Law 93-148, withO\ 
the President's si1mature. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regi_ster, 4:41 p.m., The statement was made available by the White House Pre. 
November 7, 1973] Office. It was not issued in the form of a White House press releas, 

. THE ENERGY EMERGENCY 

The President's Address to the Nation Outlining Steps, Tp Deal 

With the Emergency. November 7, 1973 · . 

Good evening. 

I want to talk to you tonight about a serious national problem, a 
problem we must all face together in the months and years ahead. 

As America has grown and prospered in recent years, our energy 
demands have begun to exceed available supplies. In recent months, we 
have taken many actions to increase supplies and to reduce consumption. 
But even with our best efforts, we knew that a period of temporary 
shortages was inevitable. 

Unfortunately, our expectations for this winter have now been 
sharply altered by the recent conflict in the Middle East. Because 6'£ that 
war, most of the Middle Eastern oil producers have reduced overall pro­
duction and cut off their shipments of oil to the United States. By the end 
of this month, more than 2 million barrels a day of oil we expected to 
import into the United States will no longer be available. 

We must, therefore, face up to a .. very stark fact: We are heading 
toward the most acute shortages of energy since World War IL Our 
supply of petroleum this winter will be at least 10 percent short of our 
anticipated demands, and it could fall short by as much as 17 percent. 

Now, even before war broke out in the Middle East, thfse prospec­
tive shortages were the subject of intensive discussions among members 
of my Administration, leaders of the Congress, Governors, mayors, and 
other groups. From these discussions has emerged a broad agreement 
that we, as a Nat ion, must now set upon a new course. 

In the short run, this course means that we must use less energy-that 
means less heat, less electricity, less gasoline. In the long run, it means that 
we must develop new sources of energy which will give us the capacity 
to meet our needs without relying on any foreign nation. 

Volume 9-NuMbtlr 45 



3/8

PIESIDEHIW DOCUMENTS: IICHAlb NIXON, 1973 

The immediate shortage will affect the lives of each · and every one " 
of us. In our factories, our cars, our homes, our offices, we will have to use 
less fuel than we are accustomed.to using. Some school and factory sched.,. 
ules may be realigned, and sonie jet aifplane flights will be canceled. 

This does not mean that we are 'going to run out of gasoline or that 
air travel will stop or that we will freeze in our homes or offices anyplace 
in America. The fuel crisis need not mean genuine suffering for any. 
American. But it will require some sacrifice by all Americans. 

We must ·be sure that our most vital needs are met first-and that 
our least important activities are the first to be cut back. And we must be 
sure that while the fat from our economy i~ being trimmed, the muscle 
is not seriously damaged. e 

To help us carry out that responsibility, I am tonight announcing 
the following steps': 

First, I am directing that industries and utilities which use coal­
which is our most abundant resource-be prevented from converting 
from coal to oil. Efforts will also be made to convert powerplants from 
the use of oil to the use of coal. 

Second, we are allocating reduced quantities of fuel for aircraft. 
Now, this is going to lead to a cutback of more than 10 percent' of the 
number of flights and some rescheduling of arrival and departure times. 

Third, there will be reductions of approximately 15 percent in the 
supply of heating oil for homes and offices and other establishments. To 
be sure that there is. enough oil to go around for the entire winter, all over 
the country, it will be essential for all of us to live and work in lower 
temperatures. We must ask everyone to lower the thermostat in your 
home by at least 6 degrees, so that we can achieve a national daytime 
ave~age of 68 degrees. Incidentally, my doctor tells me that in a tempera­
ture of 66 to 68 degrees, you are really more healthy than when it is 75 
to 78, if that is any comfort. In offices, factories, and commercial establish­
ments, we must ask that you achieve the equivalent of a 10-degree reduc­

, tion by either lowering the thermostat or curtailing working hours. 
Fourth, I am ordering additional reductions in the consumption of 

energy by the Federal Government. We ,have already taken steps to 
reduce the Government's consumption by 7 percent. The cuts must now 
go deeper and must be made by every agency and every department in 
the Government. I am directing that the daytime temperatures in Federal 
offices be reduced immediately to a level of between 65 and 68 degrees, 
and that means in this room, too, as well as in every other room in the 
White House. In addition, I am ordering that all vehicles owned by the 
Federal Government-and there are over a half-million of them-travel 
no faster than 50 miles per hour except in emergencies. This is a step 
which I have also asked Governors, mayors, and local officials to take 
immediately with regard,to vehicles under their authority. 

, Fifth, I am asking the Atomic Energy Commission to speed up the 
licensing and construction of nuclear plants. We must seek to reduce the 
time required to bring nuclear· plants on line-nuclear plants that can 
produce 'power-to bring them on line from 10 years to 6 years, reduce 
that time lag. 

Sixth, I am asking-that Governors and mayors reinforce these actions 
by taking appropriate steps at the State and local level. We have already' 
learned, for example, from the State of Oregon, that considerable 
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amounts of ene.rgy can be saved simply by curbing unnecessary lighting 
and slightly ,ttering the school ye<lr. I am recommending that other · 
conum,mitu:,s"follow this example and also seek ways to stagger working 
hours, to encourage greater use of mass transit and car pooling. 

How many times have you gone along the highway or the freeway, 
wherever the case may be, and see.hundreds and hundreds of cars with 
only one individual in that ea~~ This we must all cooperate to change. 

Consistent with safety and economic considerations, I am also asking 
Governors to take steps to reduce highway speed limits to 50 miles per 
hour. This action alone, if it is adopted on a nationwide basis, could save 
over 200,000 barrds of oil a day-just reducing the speed limit to 50 
miles peF hour. 

Now, all of these actions will result in substantial savings of energy. 
More than that, most of these are actions that we can take right now-
without further delay. · ' 

The key to their success lies, however, not just here in Washington, 
but in every home, in every community across this country. If each of us 
joins in this effort, joins with the spirit and the de~rmination that have 
always graced the American character, then half the battle will already 
be won. · 

But we should recognize that even these steps, as essential as they 
ate, may not be enough. We must be prepared to take additional steps, 
and for that purpose, additional authorities must be provided by the 
Congress. 

I 'have therefore directed my chief adviser for energy policy, Gov­
ernor Love, and other Administration officia1s, to work closely with the 
Congress in developing an emergency energy act. 

I met with the leaders of the Congress this morning, and I asked 
that they act on this legislation on a priority, urgent basis. It is imperative 
that this legislation be on my desk for signature before the Congress 
recesses this December. 

Because of the hard work tl;iat has already been done on this bill by 
Senators Jackson and Fannin and others, I am confident that we can meet 
that goal and that I will have the bill on this desk and will be able to 
sign it. 

This proposed legislation would enable the executive branch · to 
meet the energy emergency in several important ways: 

First, it would authorize an immediate return to Daylight Saving 
Time on a year-round basis. 

Second, it would provide the necessary authority to relax environ­
mental regulations on a temporary, case-by-case basis, thus permitting 
an appropriate balancing of our envirorunental interests, which all of us 
share, with our energy requirements, which, of course, are indispensable. 

Third, it would grant authority to impose special energy conserva­
tion measures, such as restrictions on the working hours for shopping 
centers and other commercial establishr:nents. 

And fourth, it would approve and fund increased exploration, devel­
opment, and production from our Naval Petroleum Reserves: Now, these 
reserves are rich sources of oil. From one of them alone-Elk Hills in 
California-we could produce more than 160,000 barrels of oil a day 
within 2 months. 
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Fifth, it would provide the Federal Government with authority to 
reduce highway speed limits throughout the Nation. . 

And finally, it would expand the power of the Government's regu­
latory agencies to ,adjust the schedules of planes, ships, and other carriers. 

If shortages persist despite all of these actions and despite inevitable 
increases in the price of energy products, it may then become necessary­
may become necessary-to take even stronger measures. 

It is only prudent that we be ready to cut the consumption of oil 
products, such as gasoline, by rationing, or by a fair system of taxation, 
and consequently, I have directed that contingency plans, if this becomes 
necessary, be prepared for that purpose. · 

Now, some of you may wonder whether we are turning back the 
clock to another age. Gas rationing, oil shortages, reduced speed limits­
they all sound like a way of life we left behind with Glenn Miller and the 
war of the forties. Well, in fact; part of our current problem also stems 
from war-the war in the Middle East. But our deeper energy problems 
come not from war, but from peace and from abundance. We are running 
out of energy today because our economy has grown enormously and 
because in prosperity what were once considered luxuries are now con­
sidered necessities. 

· How many of you can remember when it was very unusual to have a 
horn<; air-conditioned? And yet, this is very common in almost all parts 
of the Nation. 

As a result, the average American will consume as much energy in 
the next 7 days as most other people in the world will consume in an entire _ 
year. We have only 6 percent of the world's people in America, but we 
consume over 30 percent of all the energy in the world. 

Now, our, growing demands have bumped up against- the limits of 
available supply, and until we provide new sources of energy for tomorrow, 
we must be prepared to tighten our belts today. 

Let me tum now to our long-range plans . 
. While a resolution of the immediate crisis is our highest priority, we 

must also act now to prevent a recurrence of such a crisis in the future. 
This is a matter of bipartisan concern. It is going to require a bipartisan 
response. 

Two years ago, in the first energy message any President has ·ever 
sent to the Congress, I called attention to, our urgent energy problem. 
Last April, this year, I reaffirmed to the Congress the magnitude of that 
problem, and I called for action on seven major legislative initiatives. 
Again in June, I called for action. I have done so frequently since then. 

But thus far, not one major energy bill that I have asked for has been 
enacted. l realize that the Congress has been distracted in this period by 
other maw;rs. But the time has now come for the Congress to get on with 
this urgent \pusiness-providing the legisla.tion that will meet not only 
the current' crisis but also the long-range challenge that we face. 

· Our failure to act now on our long-term energy problems could 
seriously endanger the capacity of our farms and of our factories to employ 
Americans ~t record-breaking rates-nearly 86 million people are now 
at work in this country-and ~o provide the highest standard of living w~---
or any ot'1.er nation] h'as ever known in history. · 

It could reduce the capacity of our farmers to provide the food we 
n_eed. It could jeopardize our entire transportation system. It could seri-

Volum• 9--Numbar 45 

1315 

,, 



6/8

... 

PUSIDENTIA.L DOCV~ENTS: IICHAIO NIXON, 1973 

ously weaken the ability of America to continue to give the leadership 
which onlr, we can provide to keep the peace that we have won at such 
great cosy!or thousands of our finest young Americans. 

Th:it is why it is time 'to act now on vital energy legislation that will . 
affect our daily lives, not just this year, but for years to come. 

We must have the legislation now which will authorize construction 
of the Alaska pipeline-legislation which is not burdened with irrelevant 
and unnecessary provisions. 

We must have legislative authority to encourage production of our 
vast quantities of natural gas, one of the cleanest and best sources of 
energy. 

We must have the legal ability to set reasonable standards for the 
surface mining of coal. 

And we must have the organizational structures to meet and admin­
ister our energy programs. 

And therefore, tonight, as I did this morning in meeting with the 
Congressional leaders, I again urge the Congress to give its attention to 
the initiatives I recommended 6 months ago to meet these needs that I 
have described. 

Finally, I have stressed repeatedly the necessity of increasing our 
energy research and development efforts. Last June, I announced a 5-year, 
$10 billion program to develop better ways of using energy and to explore 
and develop new energy sources. Last month I announced plans for an 
immediate acceleration of that program. 

We can take heart from the fact that we in the United States have 
half the world's known coal reserves. We have huge, untapped sources 
of natural gas. We have the most advanced nuclear technology known to 
man. We have .oil in our continental shelves. We have oil shale out in the 
Western part of the United States, and we have some of the finest techni­
cal and scientific minds in the world. In short, we have all the resources 
we need to meet the great challenge before us. Now we must demonstrate 
the will to meet that challenge. 

In World War II, America was faced with the necessity of rapidly 
developing an atomic capability. The circumstances were grave. Respond­
ing to-that challenge, this Nation brought together its finest scientific skills 
and its finest administrative skills in what, was known as the Manhattan 
Project. With all the needed resources at its command, with the highest 
priority assigned to its efforts, the Manhattan Project gave us the atomic 
capacity that helped to end the war in the Pacific and to bring peace to 
the world. 

Twenty years later, responding to a different challenge, we focused 
our scientific and technological genius on the frontiers of space. We 
pledged to put a man on the moon before 1970, and on July 20, 1969, Neil 
Armstrong made that historic "giant leap for mankind" when he stepped 
on the moon. 

The lessons of the Apollo project and of the earlier Manhattan Proj­
ect are the same lessons that are taught by the whole of American history: 
Whenever the American people are faced with a clear goal and they are 
challenged to meet it, we can do extraordinary things. 

Today the challenge is to regain the strength that we had earlier in 
this century, the strength of self-sufficiency. Our ab~lity to meet our own 
energy needs is directly limited to our continued ability to act decisively 
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and independently at home and abroad in the seIVice of-peace, not ·only 
for America, but for all nations in the world. . 

I have ordered funding of this effort to achieve self-Suffici~cy far 
in excess of the funds that were expended on the Manhattan Project. But 
money is only one of the ingredients essential to the success of such a 
project. We mu~t also have a unified commitment to that goal. We must 
have unified direction of the effort to accomplish it. 

Because of the urgent need for an organization that would provide 
focused leadership for this effort, I am asking the _Congress to consider 
my proposal for an Energy Research and Development Administration 
separate from any other organizational initiatives, and to enact this legis­
lation in the present session of the Congress. 

Let us unite in committing the resources of this Nation to a major 
new endeavor, an ende,,ivor ,that in this Bicentennial Era we can appro­
priately call "Project Independence." 

Let us set as our national goal, in the spirit of Apollo, with the 
determination of the Manhattan Project, that by the end of this decade 
we will have developed the potential to meet our own energy needs with­
out depending .on any foreign energy sources. 

Let us pledge that by 1980, u11der Project Independence, we shall 
be able to meet America's energy needs from America's own energy 

·,, 

resources. 
In speaking to you tonight in terms as direct as these, my concern 

has been to lay before you the full facts of the Nation's energy shortage. 
It is important that each of us understands what the situation is and how 
the efforts we together can take to help to meet it are essential to our 
total effort. · 

No people in the world perform more nobly than the American· people 
when called upon to unite in the service 'of .their country. I am supremely · 
confident that while the days and weeks ahead may be a time of some 
hardship for many of us, they will also be a time of renewed commitment 
and concentration to the national interest. 

We have an energy crisis, but there is no crisis of the American spirit. 
Let us go forward, then, doing what need~ to be done, proud of. what we 
have accomplished together in the past, and confident of what we can 
accomplish together in the future. 

Let us find in this time of national necessity a renewed awareness 
of our capacities as a people, a deeper sense of our responsibilities as a 
Nation, and an increased :understanding that the measure and the mean­
ing of America has always been determined by the devotion which each 
of us brings to our duty as citizens of AmeriCfi,. , .. 

I should like to dose with a personal note. 
It was just one year ago that I was r(elected as President of the United 

States of America. During this past year we have made great progress in 
achieving the goals that I set forth in my reelection campaign. 

, We have ended the longest war in ~erica's history. All of our 
prisoners of war .have been returned home. And for the first time in 25 
years, no young Americans are being drafted into the Armed Services. 

fb.We have made progress toward our goal of a real prosperity, a prosperity 
· without war. The rate of unemployment is down to 4¼ percent, which is 

the lowest unemployment in peacetime that we have had in 16 years, and 
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we are finally beginning to make progress in our fight against the rise iii,, 
the cost of living. ·. 

These are substantial achievements in this year 1973. But I would be 
I~ than candid if I were not to admit that this has not been an easy yea.i· 
in some other respects, as all of you are quite aware. 

As a result of the deplorable Waterg.;tte matter, great numbers of 
Americans have had doubts raiseq as to the integrity of the President 
of the United States. I have even noted that some publicati.ons have called 
on me to resign the Office of President of the United States. 

T onight I would like to give my answer to those who have suggested 
that I resign. · 

I have no intention whatever of walking away from the job I was 
elected to do. As long as I am physically able, I am going to continue-to 
work 16 to 18 hours a day for the cause of a real peace abroad, and for 
the cause of prosperity without inflation and without war at home. And 
in the months ahead, I shall do everything that I can to see that any doubts 
as to the integrity_ of the man who occupies the highest office iii this land­
to remove those doubts where they exist. 

And I am confident that in those months ahead, the American.people 
will come to realize that I have not violated the trust that they placed in 
me when they elected me as President of the United States in the past 1 and 
I pledge to you tonight that I shall always do everything that I can to 
be worthy of that trust in the future. 

· Thank you and good night. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7: 30 p.m. in his Oval Office at the White House. The 
address was broadcast live on radio and television. · 

On November 7 and 8, the President sent telegrams to Governors, mayors, and 

county officials, asking their participation in the program to deal 1.Vith the energy 

emergency. He also recommended spedfic actions to be taken to alleviate the shortage 
of energy. · 

For the President's message to the Congress on the energy emergency, see page 
1319 of this issue. , . , ' . 

World Health Organization 

, Announcement o/ Intention To Nominate 

DT. s. Paul EhTlich, ]T., To B United States 
Representative on the Executive oaTd. · 

Novembe,- 8, 1973 

of the Office· of International Health in e Departmer 

of Health, Education , and Welfare. H as been with th 

Office of International Health sine October 1967, sen 

ing as Associate Director for · ateral Programs uni 

October 1968 when he beca e Deputy Director. 
· He was born in Minnea · ·,Minn., on May 4, 193'. 

Dr. Ehrlich received B.A. 1953), B.S; ( 1955) and M.1 

{ 195 7) degrees from e University o(-Minnesota, ar 

an M.P.H. from the niversity of California at Berkelc 

in. 1961. He serve a medical officer in the U.S. Coa 

Guard during 1 7-58 and was with the Grants ar 

Training Bran of the National Heart Institute duru 

f 959-60. I 1961 he was made Chief of the field at 

The President today announced his 1 tention to nom­

inate Dr. s~ Paul Ehrlich, Jr., of Falls Ch eh, Va., to be 

the Representative of the United States of erica on the 

Executive Board of the World Health Or anization. 

Earlier this year the United States was elected to· ember­

ship on the Executive Board of the World Health ani­

zation for the period expiring May 2.7, 1976. Dr. EH lich 

has served as Alternate U.S. Representative since May 

1973. 
Dr. Ehrlich previously served as U.S. Representative 

on the WHO Executive Board when the lJ.S. Govern­
ment was elected to membership iri 1969 for a 3-year 

tenn'which expired in July 1972. 
Since August 1970, Dr. Ehrlich has served as Director 

.. , 

ction, Heart Disease Control Program, Di, 

ron.ic Diseases, in San Francisco, Calif. Fro 

1967, he was Assistant Chief for Program Dev, 

opm nt of the Heart Disease Control Program, and 

he was made Deputy Chief. 
r . Ehrlich is married to the former Geraldi 

McKenna. They have three da1,1ghters and reside in F, 
Church, Va. 
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