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Special meeting of the Dublin European Council (28 April 1990)
Conclusions of the Presidency

[...]

German unification

We are pleased that German unification is taking place under a European roof. The Community will ensure 
that the integration of the territory of the German Democratic Republic into the Community is accomplished 
in a smooth and harmonious way. The European Council is satisfied that this integration will contribute to 
faster economic growth in the Community, and agrees that it will take place in conditions of economic 
balance and monetary stability. The integration will become effective as soon as unification is legally 
established, subject to the necessary transitional arrangements. It will be carried out without revision of the 
Treaties.

During the period prior to unification, the Federal Government will keep the Community fully informed of 
any relevant measures discussed and agreed between the authorities of the two Germanys for the purpose of 
aligning their policies and their legislation. Furthermore, the Commission will be fully involved with these 
discussions.

In this period the German Democratic Republic will benefit from full access to the European Investment 
Bank, Euratom and ECSC loan facilities, in addition to Community support in the context of the coordinated 
action of the Group of 24 countries and participation in Eureka projects.

As regards the transitional arrangements, the Commission will as soon as possible, and in the context of an 
overall report, submit to the Council proposals for such measures as are deemed necessary. And the Council 
will take decisions on these rapidly. These measures, which will enter into force at the moment of 
unification, will permit a balanced integration based on the principles of cohesion and solidarity and on the 
need to take account of all the interests involved, including those resulting from the acquis communautaire. 
The transitional measures will be confined to what is strictly necessary and aim at full integration as rapidly 
and as harmoniously as possible.

[…]
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