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European Parliament Resolution on the role of the regions in the construction of a 
democratic Europe and the outcome of the Conference of the Regions (13 April 1984)

The European Parliament,

— having regard to the final declaration of the ‘First Conference of the Regions’ which took place in 
Strasbourg from 25 to 27 January 1984 and which was attended by some 280 elected representatives of the 
regions of the Community and the applicant countries Portugal and Spain (PE 88.600 fin.),

— having regard to the motion for a resolution tabled by Mr De Pasquale and others on the Conference of 
the Regions of the Community (Doc. 1-1212/83),

— having regard to the working document on the Conference of the Regions drawn up by the Committee on 
Regional Policy and Regional Planning which studies the role of the regions in the construction of a 
democratic Europe (PE 87.632),

— having regard to the report of the Committee on Regional Policy and Regional Planning (Doc. 1-91 / 84),

— having regard to its resolution of 22 April 1982 in which it calls for greater participation by the regional 
and local authorities in the socio-economic development of their regions (1),

1. Notes that strengthening the autonomy of the regions in the Community and the creation of a politically 
more unified European Community based on institutions with real powers represent two complementary and 
convergent aspects of a political development which is essential to cope effectively with the future tasks of 
the Community;

2. Notes that the people concerned must have a say in the formulation and implementation of Community 
policies and in particular regional development programmes via their democratically elected representatives 
at regional and local level; such provision for representative participation by the people still does not exist in 
all Member States;

3. Calls on the Council and Governments of those Member States in which there are still no regional 
structures of any kind with elected representatives to take the necessary steps to deal with this commission;

4. Calls on the Council and Governments of those Member States which have already granted their regions a 
certain degree of autonomy to give their regional authorities the powers needed to carry out their functions. 
This applies in particular to strengthening regional fiscal and budgetary powers;

5. Calls on the Council and Governments of the Member States to ensure that the people in the European 
regions or their elected political representatives have a genuine say in the planning and organization of the 
socio-economic future of their region. This means, generally speaking, the participation of elected regional 
representatives in the formulation of the Community’s present and future policies seen in their regional 
perspective (regional planning, protection of the environment, agriculture, industrial restructuring, new 
technologies, creation of jobs in the tertiary sector, culture, vocational training, transfrontier relations 
between regions belonging to the same geographical or cultural whole, etc.);

6. Calls on the Council and the Commission to pay close attention in future to ensuring that aid from the 
Regional and Social Funds and other Community financial instruments is concentrated as a matter of 
priority on the weakest regions in the European Community;

7. Calls on the Commission and the Council to draft legislation having regard to the constitutional powers of 
the Member States, to enable the regions to establish and maintain direct relations with the Community 
institutions in future;

8. Recognizes that local and regional authority structures differ greatly among the Member States;
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9. Stresses the importance of the International Union of Local Authorities (IULA, founded in 1913) and the 
Council of European Municipalities (CEM, founded in 1951). These provide an organizational basis for 
groupings of towns, local authorities, departments, counties, provinces, regions and comparable 
organizations;

10. Notes that the regional authorities of the European Community have so far not been consulted 
sufficiently at Community level;

11. Emphasizes the importance of the ‘Liaison Bureau of the European Regional Organizations’ (BLORE) 
which since 1979 has included regional organizations such as the Association of European Border Regions 
(AEBR), the Action Committee of Alpine Regions and the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of 
the EEC, but notes that although these organizations cover some of the regions of the European Community, 
they are not representative of all Community regions which are anyway very diverse in their structures;

12. Welcomes the fact that IULA, CEM and BLORE have agreed to work together within the framework of 
the Consultative Committee of Local and Regional Authorities, providing the foundations for a single forum 
for the expression, at Community level, of the collective views of these sub-national levels of government 
on Community policy issues which concern them;

13. Notes that the European Community needs an accredited body, which is in a position to speak on behalf 
of the local and regional authorities, to consult on a permanent basis in the field of Community regional 
policy;

14. Shares the view of the First Conference of the Regions that a strengthening of regional representation in 
the national delegations of the ‘Standing Conference of the Local and Regional Authorities of Europe’ at the 
Council of Europe is desirable. At the same time due representation of the regions in the ‘Consultative 
Committee’ could be achieved in the same way;

15. Supports the wish expressed in the final declaration of the Conference of the Regions for a second 
conference of the regions to be convened by the European Parliament on a proposal from its Committee on 
Regional Policy and Regional Planning, as the committee responsible, in the course of its second legislative 
period;

16. Believes that the Consultative Committee, enlarged and reformed to represent adequately the regions of 
the European Community, should play a leading role in increasing public awareness of European problems, 
ensuring that Community action corresponds ever more closely to the real needs of the people and 
permanently monitoring the impact of such action at regional and local level, and drawing attention to the 
specific requirements of particular areas such as peripheral regions, border regions, highland areas and 
islands and areas characterized by declining industrial structures; hopes that the other Community 
institutions will also give practical expression to the views they have repeatedly put forward in official 
documents in favour of such participation by making their relations with the Consultative Committee 
official;

17. Recommends its Committee on Regional Policy and Regional Planning to establish in the meantime 
direct relations with the regions of the European Community and recommends that the Commission, while 
respecting the powers of the Member States, to enter into a direct dialogue with the Consultative Committee 
with regard to measures which concern the regions;

18. Recommends the Commission to embark on direct talks with the regions on matters which affect them 
directly, while respecting the powers of the Member States;

19. Instructs its President to forward this resolution and the report of its committee to the Commission, the 
Council, the Ministers of the Member States in charge of regional policy and regional planning, and the 
regional authorities of the Member States.
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(1) OJ No C 125, 17.5.1982. 
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