
1/2

Statement by Walter Hallstein (1962)
 

Source: Déclaration de Walter Hallstein, Pierre Chatenet et Heinrich Lübke pour l'exposition universelle de
Seattle- Commission européenne [Prod.], 1962. Médiathèque de la Commission européenne, Bruxelles. - SON
(00:07:56, Montage, Son original).
Médiathèque centrale de la Commission européenne, Berlaymont 4/363, 200 rue de la Loi B-1049 Bruxelles.

Copyright: Transcription CVCE.EU by UNI.LU
All rights of reproduction, of public communication, of adaptation, of distribution or of dissemination via
Internet, internal network or any other means are strictly reserved in all countries.
Consult the legal notice and the terms and conditions of use regarding this site.

URL: http://www.cvce.eu/obj/statement_by_walter_hallstein_1962-en-ed8b35e3-
8dd3-4c97-9b14-93d97716e5c4.html

Last updated: 04/07/2016

http://www.cvce.eu/obj/statement_by_walter_hallstein_1962-en-ed8b35e3-8dd3-4c97-9b14-93d97716e5c4.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/statement_by_walter_hallstein_1962-en-ed8b35e3-8dd3-4c97-9b14-93d97716e5c4.html


2/2

Statement by Walter Hallstein (1962)

My name is Walter Hallstein. I am President of the Commission of the European Economic Community, 

better known as the European Common Market. Our community is a new political entity in the western 

world. In it we are seeking to abolish the barriers and conflicts that used to divide France, Germany, Italy 

and the Benelux countries. Other countries, and in particular Great Britain, are now on the way to joining us. 

The constitution of our community is in some respects federal like yours. Our executive is the Commission. 

Its members are independent of national governments and responsible to the community as a whole. Their 

task is to initiate legislation, to safeguard the common market’s rules and to bring about agreement between 

the states. The member governments are represented in the Council of Ministers where, unlike most 

international organizations, majority vote is more and more replacing the national veto. The community’s 

peoples are represented in the European Parliament. A body of one hundred and forty-two men and women 

which alone has the power to turn the executive commission out of office. Finally, justice is represented in 

the Communities Supreme Court. The European Community has always been an ally and partner of the 

United States. Together they are working to lower trade barriers, to aid developing countries and to bring 

about those closer links between free peoples which are the aim of us all.


