
1/2

‘Cost and location of European offices. The Committee of the Regions likes
the Ardenne Building' from Le Soir
 

Caption: The Committee of the Regions occupied the same building as the Economic and Social Committee
in Rue Ravenstein, Brussels, until 1996, when it moved to 79 Rue Belliard. In July 2000, the Committee of the
Regions moved to 92–102 Rue Montoyer. Since June 2004, its headquarters is at 101 Rue Belliard.
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Cost and location of European offices. The Committee of the Regions likes the Ardenne 
Building 

It’s official. The European Committee of the Regions is to move. On Tuesday we gave you the inside story. 

In brief, the Committee’s President, the Frenchman Jacques Blanc, would have liked to lease 6 475 m2 of 

office space, two conference rooms measuring 234 m2 and a cafeteria covering 125 m2 in the freshly 

renovated Josi Park Atrium on rue des Colonies. However, Parliament’s Committee on Budgets vetoed this 

option. The Committee will move into the Ardenne Building (6 472 m2, 123 offices and 47 parking spaces) 

on rue Belliard. So is Jacques Blanc angry? Not at all!

‘This decision pleases me in many ways,’ he explained, after the Committee had just held its plenary session 

at the ‘Caprice des dieux’ building. ‘First of all, it will allow our young institution, less than two years after 

it came into being, to move into proper premises where its administration will be able to establish an 

operational centre.’

Up to now the Committee has been sharing premises with the Economic and Social Committee in rue 

Ravenstein.

‘Secondly, this forthcoming move (in early 1996 [ed.]) will, I hope, herald a future organisational 

independence, for which our plenary assembly has called,’ continued Jacques Blanc. ‘Lastly, this move 

points the way to the role that the Committee of the Regions intends to play in the interinstitutional 

architecture of tomorrow, where its consultative function must be strengthened, allowing the European 

Parliament to ask it for an opinion.’

Returning to the Brussels property aspect of the story, it should be borne in mind that the assignment of the 

Ardenne Building is only temporary. In 1998 the Committee will move definitively (?) to the Van Maerlant 

building, once Parliament has taken over the new offices in the Espace Léopold complex.

It will be recalled that Claude Desama, an MEP from Verviers and an active member of the Committee on 

Budgets, had suggested that a move to the Josi Park Atrium was not only inappropriate, since it lay outside 

the Espace Bruxelles–Europe, but also very expensive. Comparing the figures, this is the response from 

Jacques Blanc’s office: (annual) rental of 185 offices in the Park Atrium would have cost ECU 1.75 million, 

whilst the 123 offices in the Ardenne Building will cost ECU 1.20 million. This means a cost per office of 

ECU 9 500 for the Park Atrium, compared with ECU 9 750 for the Ardenne.

OK, but are these offices really comparable? Are they designed, equipped and decorated to the same 

standard? Don’t miss the next fascinating episode of the debate in the next press release.

W. B.


