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Dublin European Council (25 and 26 June 1990)
Conclusions of the Presidency

[…]

3. CSCE

The European Council reaffirms the important role played. by the CSCE in the process of change in Europe. 
At a time when our continent is actively engaged in surmounting its divisions, the CSCE provides a 
necessary framework for maintaining stability and promoting cooperation in Europe and for deepening the 
reforms that are underway.

It attaches great importance to the comprehensive nature of the CSCE process which brings together the 
peoples and governments of Europe, the United States and Canada.

It welcomes the decision taken by the Member States of the CSCE to convene in Paris a Summit of Heads of 
State and Government. The European Council proposes the date of 19 November 1990 for this meeting.

For the European Council, this Summit has an exceptional importance. It should be an opportunity to define 
the crucial role which the CSCE will play in the future architecture of Europe and in establishing a new set 
of relations between participating States, based on the Helsinki principles, to be further expanded by new 
commitments and involving a balanced development of the CSCE encompassing notably the development of 
pluralist democracy, the rule of law, human rights, better protection of minorities, human contacts, security, 
economic cooperation, the environment, further cooperation in the Mediterranean and cooperation in the of 
culture.

The European Council expects that the Summit, among other things, will:

- make a decisive contribution to strengthening stability and cooperation in Europe, and to 
disarmament,

- take note of the results obtained in talks relating to German unity, in particular its final settlement 
under international law;

- provide a basic orientation for future economic relations and cooperation in Europe. A closer 
association between the Community and other States members of the CSCE is an example of such relations 
and cooperation;

- set out guidelines for a democratic Europe and consolidate the principles of a State based on the rule 
of law.

The European Council proposes agreement on regular meetings of Heads of State and Government of the 
CSCE, as well as of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, and the establishment of a small administrative secretariat, 
as well as the holding of more frequent follow-up meetings. The Summit will also provide the opportunity to 
consider the relationship between the CSCE process and other relevant institutions, such as the Council of 
Europe. Furthermore, the Summit could take decisions on new mechanisms in the field of security and 
cooperation in Europe, including suitable means to avoid conflict and disputes, and the active participation 
of parliamentary bodies.

The European Community and its Member States intend to assume a leading role in this enterprise and to 
contribute actively to all discussion within the CSCE process.

Considering the importance of the Paris Summit, the European Council has agreed that the Community and 
its Member States will strengthen their coordination with a view to defining and expressing a common 
position on all questions, in the various sectors of the CSCE, in which they have an essential common 
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interest, and taking into account the importance of coordination with the participating states and 
organisations.

[…]
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