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Declaration by the Soviet Government on the Principles of Development and further
Strengthening of Friendship and Cooperation between the Soviet Union and Other
Socialist States

Moscow, October 30, 1956.

A policy of peaceful coexistence, friendship and cooperation among all states has been and continues to be
the firm foundation of the foreign relations of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

This policy finds its deepest and most consistent expression in the mutual relations among the socialist
countries. United by the common ideals of building a socialist society and by the principles of proletarian
internationalism, the countries of the great commonwealth of socialist nations can build their mutual
relations only on the principles of complete equality, of respect for territorial integrity, state independence
and sovereignty, and of noninterference in one another's internal affairs. Not only does this not exclude close
fraternal cooperation and mutual aid among the countries of the socialist commonwealth in the economic,
political and cultural spheres; on the contrary, it presupposes these things.

The system of people's democracy took shape, grew strong and showed its great vital power in many
countries of Europe and Asia on this foundation after the Second World War and the rout of fascism.

In the process of the rise of the new system and the deep revolutionary changes in social relations, there
have been many difficulties, unresolved problems and downright mistakes, including mistakes in the mutual
relations among the socialist countries — violations and errors which demeaned the principle of equality in
relations among the socialist states.

The 20th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union quite resolutely condemned these violations
and mistakes, and set the task of consistent application by the Soviet Union of Leninist principles of equality
of peoples in its relations with the other socialist countries. It proclaimed the need for taking full account of
the historical past and peculiarities of each country that has taken the path of building a new life.

The Soviet government is consistently carrying out these historic decisions of the 20th Congress, which
create conditions for further strengthening friendship and cooperation among the socialist countries on the
firm foundation of observance of the full sovereignty of each socialist state.

As recent events have demonstrated, it has become necessary to make this declaration of the Soviet Union's
stand on the mutual relations of the U.S.S.R. with other socialist countries, particularly in the economic and
military spheres.

The Soviet government is prepared to discuss together with the governments of other socialist states
measures ensuring further development and strengthening of economic ties among the socialist countries in
order to remove any possibility of violation of the principles of national sovereignty, mutual benefit and
equality in economic relations.

This principle must also be extended to advisors. It is known that, in the first period of the formation of the
new social system, the Soviet Union, at the request of the governments of the people's democracies, sent
these countries a certain number of its specialists — engineers, agronomists, scientists, military advisors. In
the recent period the Soviet government has repeatedly raised before the socialist countries the question of
recalling its advisors.

In view of the fact that by this time the people's democracies have formed their own qualified national
cadres in all spheres of economic and military affairs, the Soviet government considers it urgent to review,
together with the other socialist states, the question of the expediency of the further presence of U.S.S.R.
advisors in these countries.

In the military domain an important basis of the mutual relations between the Soviet Union and the people's
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democracies is the Warsaw Treaty, under which its members adopted respective political and military
obligations, including the obligation to take "concerted measures necessary for strengthening their defense
capacity in order to protect the peaceful labor of their peoples, to guarantee the inviolability of their borders
and territory, and to ensure defense against possible aggression."

It is known that Soviet units are in the Hungarian and Rumanian republics in accord with the Warsaw Treaty
and governmental agreements. Soviet units are in the Polish republic on the basis of the Potsdam four-power
agreement and the Warsaw Treaty. Soviet military units are not in the other people's democracies.

For the purpose of assuring mutual security of the socialist countries, the Soviet government is prepared to
review with the other socialist countries which are members of the Warsaw Treaty the question of Soviet
troops stationed on the territory of the above-mentioned countries. In so doing the Soviet government
proceeds from the general principle that stationing the troops of one or another state which is a member of
the Warsaw Treaty on the territory of another state which is a member of the treaty is done by agreement
among all its members and only with the consent of the state on the territory of which and at the request of
which these troops are stationed or it is planned to station them.

The Soviet government considers it necessary to make a statement in connection with the events in Hungary.
The course of events has shown that the working people of Hungary, who have attained great progress on
the basis of the people's democratic system, are rightfully raising the question of the need to eliminate
serious defects in the sphere of economic construction, the question of further improving the living standards
of the population, the question of combating bureaucratic distortions in the state machinery. However, this
legitimate and progressive movement of the working people was soon joined by the forces of black reaction
and counterrevolution, which are trying to take advantage of the dissatisfaction of a part of the working
people in order to undermine the foundations of the people's democratic system in Hungary and to restore
the old landowner-capitalist ways in that country.

The Soviet government, like the whole Soviet people, deeply regrets that the development of events in
Hungary has led to bloodshed.

At the request of the Hungarian people's government, the Soviet government has granted consent to the
entry into Budapest of Soviet military units to help the Hungarian people's army and the Hungarian agencies
of government to bring order to the city.

Having in mind that the further presence of Soviet military units in Hungary could serve as an excuse for
further aggravation of the situation, the Soviet government has given its military command instructions to
withdraw the Soviet military units from the city of Budapest as soon as this is considered necessary by the
Hungarian government.

At the same time, the Soviet government is prepared to enter into the appropriate negotiations with the
government of the Hungarian People's Republic and other members of the Warsaw Treaty on the question of
the presence of Soviet troops on the territory of Hungary.

To guard the socialist achievements of people's-democratic Hungary is the chief and sacred duty of the
workers, peasants, intelligentsia, of all the Hungarian working people at the present moment.

The Soviet government expresses confidence that the peoples of the socialist countries will not permit
foreign and domestic reactionary forces to shake the foundations of the people's democratic system, a system
established and strengthened by the self-sacrificing struggle and labor of the workers, peasants and
intelligentsia of each country. They will continue all efforts to remove all obstacles in the path of further
strengthening the democratic foundations, independence and sovereignty of their countries; to develop
further the socialist foundations of each country, its economy and its culture, for the sake of an uninterrupted
rise in the living standards and cultural level of all the working people; they will strengthen the fraternal
unity and mutual aid of the socialist countries to buttress the great cause of peace and socialism.
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