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PART FOUR — The Association of Overseas Countries and Territories

Article 131

The Member States hereby agree to bring into association with the Community the non-European countries 

and territories which have special relations with Belgium, France, Italy and the Netherlands. These countries 

and territories, hereinafter referred to as “the countries and territories”, are listed in Annex IV to this Treaty.

The purpose of this association shall be to promote the economic and social development of the countries 

and territories and to establish close economic relations between them and the Community as a whole.

In conformity with the principles stated in the Preamble to this Treaty, this association shall in the first place 

permit the furthering of the interests and prosperity of the inhabitants of these countries and territories in 

such a manner as to lead them to the economic, social and cultural development which they expect.

Article 132

Such association shall have the following objects:

1. Member States shall, in their commercial exchanges with the countries and territories, apply the same 

rules which they apply among themselves pursuant to this Treaty.

2. Each country or territory shall apply to its commercial exchanges with Member States and with the other 

countries and territories the same rules which it applies in respect of the European State with which it has 

special relations.

3. Member States shall contribute to the investments required by the progressive development of these 

countries and territories.

4. As regards investments financed by the Community, participation in tenders and supplies shall be open, 

on equal terms, to all natural and legal persons being nationals of Member States or of the countries and 

territories.

5. In relations between Member States and the countries and territories, the right of establishment of 

nationals and companies shall be regulated in accordance with the provisions, and by application of the 

procedures, referred to in the Chapter relating to the right of establishment and on a non-discriminatory 

basis, subject to the special provisions made pursuant to Article 136.

Article 133

1. Imports originating in the countries or territories shall, on their entry into Member States, benefit by the 

total abolition of customs duties which shall take place progressively between Member States in conformity 
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with the provisions of this Treaty.

2. Customs duties imposed on imports from Member States and from countries or territories shall, on the 

entry of such imports into any of the other countries or territories, be progressively abolished in conformity 

with the provisions of Articles 12, 13, 14, 15 and 17.

3. The countries and territories may, however, levy customs duties which correspond to the needs of their 

development and to the requirements of their industrialisation or which, being of a fiscal nature, have the 

object of contributing to their budgets.

The duties referred to in the preceding sub-paragraph shall be progressively reduced to the level of those 

imposed on imports of products coming from the Member State with which each country or territory has 

special relations. The percentages and the timing of the reductions provided for under this Treaty shall apply 

to the difference between the duty imposed, on entry into the importing country or territory, on a product 

coming from the Member State which has special relations with the country or territory concerned and the 

duty imposed on the same product coming from the Community.

4. Paragraph 2 shall not apply to countries and territories which, by reason of the special international 

obligations by which they are bound, already apply a non-discriminatory customs tariff at the date of the 

entry into force of this Treaty.

5. The establishment or amendment of customs duties imposed on goods imported into the countries and 

territories shall not, either de jure or de facto, give rise to any direct or indirect discrimination between 

imports coming from the various Member States.

Article 134

If the level of the duties applicable to goods coming from a third country on entry into a country or territory 

is likely, having regard to the application of the provisions of Article 133, paragraph 1, to cause diversions 

of commercial traffic to the detriment of any Member State, the latter may request the Commission to 

propose to the other Member States the measures necessary to remedy the situation.

Article 135

Subject to the provisions relating to public health, public safety and public order, the freedom of movement 

in Member States of workers from the countries and territories, and in the countries and territories of 

workers from Member States shall be governed by subsequent conventions which shall require unanimous 

agreement of Member States.

Article 136

For a first period of five years as from the date of the entry into force of this Treaty, an Implementing 

Convention annexed to this Treaty shall determine the particulars and procedure concerning the association 

of the countries and territories with the Community.

Before the expiry of the Convention provided for in the preceding sub-paragraph, the Council, acting by 

means of a unanimous vote, shall, proceeding from the results achieved and on the basis of the principles set 

out in this Treaty, determine the provisions to be made for a further period.
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