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The Treaty of Warsaw (7 December 1970)
 

Caption: On 7 December 1970, in Warsaw, the Federal Republic of Germany and Poland sign a treaty in
which the two States recognise each other diplomatically and acknowledge the inviolability of borders
established following the 1945 Potsdam Conference by abandoning all territorial claims.

Source: United States-Department of State. Documents on Germany 1944-1985. Washington: Department of
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Treaty Between the Federal Republic of Germany and Poland Concerning the Basis for 
Normalizing Their Mutual Relations, Signed at Warsaw, December 7, 1970

 THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY AND THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF POLAND

Considering that more than 25 years have passed since the end of the Second World War of which Poland 

became the first victim and which inflicted great suffering on the nations of Europe,

Conscious that in both countries a new generation has meanwhile grown up to whom a peaceful future 

should be secured,

Desiring to establish durable foundations for peaceful coexistence and the development of normal and good 

relations between them,

Anxious to strengthen peace and security in Europe,

Aware that the inviolability of frontiers and respect for the territorial integrity and sovereignty of all States 

in Europe within their present frontiers are a basic condition for peace,

Have agreed as follows:

Article I

(1) The Federal Republic of Germany and the People’s Republic of Poland state in mutual agreement that 

the existing boundary line, the course of which is laid down in Chapter IX of the decisions of the Potsdam 

Conference of 2 August 1945 as running from the Baltic Sea immediately west of Swinemunde, and thence 

along the Oder River to the confluence of the western Neisse River and along the western Neisse to the 

Czechoslovak frontier, shall constitute the western State frontier of the People’s Republic of Poland.

(2) They reaffirm the inviolability of their existing frontiers now and in the future and undertake to respect 

each other’s territorial integrity without restriction.

(3) They declare that they have no territorial claims whatsoever against each other and that they will not 

assert such claims in the future.

Article II

(1) The Federal Republic of Germany and the People’s Republic of Poland shall in their mutual relations as 

well as in matters of ensuring European and international security be guided by the purposes and principles 

embodied in the Charter of the United Nations.

(2) Accordingly they shall, pursuant to Articles 1 and 2 of the Charter of the United Nations, settle all their 

disputes exclusively by peaceful means and refrain from any threat or use of force in matters affecting 

European and international security and in their mutual relations.

 Article III

(1) The Federal Republic of Germany and the People’s Republic of Poland shall take further steps towards 

full normalization and a comprehensive development of their mutual relations of which the present Treaty 

shall form the solid foundation.

(2) They agree that a broadening of their co-operation in the sphere of economic, scientific, technological, 

cultural and other relations is in their mutual interest.
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Article IV

The present Treaty shall not affect any bilateral or multilateral international arrangements previously 

concluded by either Contracting Party or concerning them.

Article V

The present Treaty is subject to ratification and shall enter into force on the date of exchange of the 

instruments of ratification which shall take place in Bonn.

In witness whereof, the Plenipotentiaries of the Contracting Parties have signed the present Treaty.

Done at Warsaw on ………………… in two originals, each in the German and Polish languages, both texts 

being equally authentic.

For the Federal Republic of Germany

For the People’s Republic of Poland


