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Convention on the Presence of Foreign Forces in the Federal Republic of Germany 
(Paris, 23 October 1954)

 In view of the present international situation and the need to ensure the defence of the free world which 
require the continuing presence of foreign forces in the Federal Republic of Germany, the United States of 
America, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the French Republic and the Federal 
Republic of Germany agree as follows:

Article 1

1. From the entry into force of the arrangements for the German Defence Contribution, forces of the same 
nationality and effective strength as at that time may be stationed in the Federal Republic.

2. The effective strength of the forces stationed in the Federal Republic pursuant to paragraph 1 of this 
Article may at any time be increased with the consent of the Government of the Federal Republic of 
Germany.

3. Additional forces of the States parties to the present Convention may enter and remain in the Federal 
territory with the consent of the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany for training purposes in 
accordance with the procedures applicable to forces assigned to the Supreme Allied Commander, Europe, 
provided that such forces do not remain there for more than thirty days at any one time.

4. The Federal Republic grants to the French, the United Kingdom and the United States forces the right to 
enter, pass through and depart from the territory of the Federal Republic in transit to or from Austria (so 
long as their forces continue to be stationed there) or any country Member of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization, on the same basis as is usual between Parties to the North Atlantic Treaty or as may be agreed 
with effect for all Member States by the North Atlantic Council.

Article 2

The present Convention shall be open to accession by any State not a Signatory, which had forces stationed 
in the Federal territory on the date of the signature of the Protocol on the Termination of the Occupation 
Regime in the Federal Republic of Germany signed at Paris on 23 October 1954. Any such State, desiring to 
accede to the present Convention, may deposit with the Government of the Federal Republic an Instrument 
of Accession.

Article 3

1. The present Convention shall expire with the conclusion of a German peace settlement or if at an earlier 
time the Signatory States agree that the development of the international situation justifies new 
arrangements.

2. The Signatory States will review the terms of the present Convention at the same time and subject to the 
same conditions as provided for in Article 10 of the Convention on Relations between the Three Powers and 
the Federal Republic of Germany.

Article 4

1. The present Convention shall be ratified or approved by the Signatory States and Instruments of 
Ratification or Approval shall be deposited by them with the Government of the Federal Republic of 
Germany which shall notify each Signatory State of the deposit of each Instrument of Ratification or 
Approval. The present Convention shall enter into force when all the Signatory States have made such 
deposit and the Instrument of Accession of the Federal Republic of Germany to the North Atlantic Treaty 
has been deposited with the Government of the United States of America.
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2. It shall also enter into force on that date as to any acceding State which has previously deposited an 
Instrument of Accession in accordance with Article 2 of the present Convention and, as to any other 
acceding State, on the date of the deposit by it of such an Instrument.

3. The present Convention shall be deposited in the Archives of the Government of the Federal Republic of 
Germany, which will furnish each State party to the present Convention with certified copies thereof and of 
the Instruments of Accession deposited in accordance with Article 2 and will notify each State of the date of 
the deposit of any Instrument of Accession.

IN FAITH WHEREOF the undersigned Representatives duly authorized thereto have signed the present 
Convention.

Done at PARIS this twenty-third day of October, 1954, in three texts, in the English, French and German 
languages, all being equally authentic.

For the United States of America signed:
John Foster Dulles

For the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland signed:
Anthony Eden

For the French Republic signed:
Pierre Mendès-France

For the Federal Republic of Germany signed:
Adenauer
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