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The first enlargement

Negotiations with Great Britain, interrupted in December 1967 following the second French veto, resumed 

officially on 30 June 1970 in Luxembourg in the wake of the Hague Summit, which, in December 1969, had 

associated the strengthening of the Community with its enlargement. Parallel diplomatic discussions were 

conducted with Denmark, Ireland and Norway, whose economies remained closely connected to the British 

market, particularly under the European Free Trade Association (EFTA). Nevertheless, the negotiations took 

place in conditions very different from those of 1961 and 1967. Since then, the Community had actually 

consolidated its position, common policies had proved their worth, and the establishment of the common 

market had entered its final phase. The entire body of Community legislation, which would have to be 

accepted by the applicant countries, was therefore much more extensive than it had been in 1961.


