
1/2

The ECSC’s political role
 

Source: CVCE.

Copyright: (c) CVCE.EU by UNI.LU
All rights of reproduction, of public communication, of adaptation, of distribution or of dissemination via
Internet, internal network or any other means are strictly reserved in all countries.
Consult the legal notice and the terms and conditions of use regarding this site.

URL: http://www.cvce.eu/obj/the_ecsc_s_political_role-en-f262e2aa-d113-4e58-
9fa2-e6a65e228401.html

Last updated: 08/07/2016

http://www.cvce.eu/obj/the_ecsc_s_political_role-en-f262e2aa-d113-4e58-9fa2-e6a65e228401.html
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/the_ecsc_s_political_role-en-f262e2aa-d113-4e58-9fa2-e6a65e228401.html


2/2

The ECSC’s political role

The greatest achievement of the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) was that it laid down the 

foundations for reconciliation between France and Germany, despite significant economic conflicts of 

interest. At the same time, a new Community spirit was developing, and unique institutional instruments 

were being set up within the Community. The trade unions, employers and various pressure groups also 

began to cooperate. As for the High Authority, it demonstrated its ability to work with the national 

governments without reducing them to mere onlookers.

The success of the ECSC led its founders to consider extending the scope of cooperation, firstly to other 

industrial sectors and then to the entire economy. However, significant problems soon emerged when 

Europe tried to organise a common defence strategy.


